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Health management systems, boon to people

P.S.Suresh Kumar

Rs. 50 crore to be allotted during the second phase

Nagercoil: The State government has launched Health Management Information System in all
Government hospitals and Health Management System in all Primary Health Centres, which
evoked very good response as more and more people approached government hospitals for
better treatment free of cost, said S. Vijaya Kumar, Director, Tamil Nadu Health Project.

He said that under HMIS, basic details of out-patients would be computerised and an identity
number would be given. All these details would be kept for ever and if a patient from
Kanyakumari Government Hospital or Primary Health Centre wants to continue treatment at
Arakkonam, doctors would be able to get all details of the patient in the computer as all systems
were linked with the server in the headquarters at Chennai. As officials update all medicines
available in Tamil Nadu Medical Service Corporation, doctors would be able to access
information about what medicines need to be given to the patient. Various lab tests were carried
out under this system and later computerized to facilitate the doctors to refer the patient to the
doctor concerned. The lab results would also be given to the needy patient at free of cost.

Steps had already been taken to provide computers in all Primary Health Centres throughout
the State in order to analyze the nature of disease under the Health Management System. In
the first phase, a sum of Rs. 15 crore had been allotted for the implementation of Health
Management Information System in Kanyakumari, Krishnagiri, Pudukottai and Theni. In the
second phase, a sum of Rs. 50 crore would be allotted for the remaining districts.The case
sheets would be computerized to inform the paramedical staffs and dieticians about what
should be provided (medicines and food) to the particular in-patient.
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Regarding the disposal of bio-medical waste, Vijaya Kumar said that the Government was
spending huge amount to ensure that the environment was free from pollution. Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board had permitted to set up a bio-medical disposal yard in nine places in
different parts of the district. All the bio-medical wastes from Kanyakumari district would be
taken to Tirunelveli to dispose it under contract basis.

It has also been decided to provide a five-day inter-personnel training programme to doctors
and other para-medical staffto treat the patients with a smiling face, he said. There were around
2.5 lakh persons affected by HIV/AIDS throughout the State. Of that 45,000 were undergoing
Anti-Retro Viral Treatment. As there was a chance for the HIV affected persons to be affected
with tuberculosis, steps were taken to prevent it, said Mr.Vijaya Kumar.
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