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Panchayat Raj Institutions as an Instrument for Women
Empowerment: A Micro Study

By Yamuna. A. Kones:

Pancnav:l Raj Insiitutions in India
a0 oulcome  of  natural

growpings. and associations.  Rural
local govemments existed during the
Indus Valley civlization and ther
Nk i i Wl o) ot
Panchayat Raj in India. The

reflectng Gandnian ideals.

it was largoly through the iniiatve
of late KSanthanam, who aiways
stood for economic and_financial
decontalization of powers  the
resolution on Panchayat Rai was
moved in the Constituent Assembly.
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There was an all-round crilcism of
over-centralization and  denial of
vilage government. It was thus
vilage panchayat found its way into
Directive Principles of state policy of

such powers and authority as may be
necessary 1o enable to function as
tocal self government.

he  Bawant Rai  Mehta
Commtee (1957) and Ashok Mehta
committee (1978) recommended for

ach clacted body of the PRIs. It was
further stated that if no women came
Tk 6 bedorie = Tptamaaied
women representatio

onsured by co-opling two women as
members for the elected body. The

ble-1 - Actual Representation vis-dvis reserved seats for Women in

Panchayat Ra] Institutions in select states of India-2004

Sale  Reservation for women in focal  Number of Fepresentation
govemment insttutions (%) women elocted _of women (%)
Kamataka EX) 37676 43.60
Andrapradesh 33 74019 33.04
Assam 333 6714 50.38
Chhatiisgarh 333 42914 33.75
Guiarat 333 42883 49.30
Kerala 333 5535 572
Tamilnadu 333 28124 36.73
Uttaranchal %33 19298 s7.85
West Bengal 333 20509 35.15
Table-2 - Women representation in Indian Politics
Totasoats_wonen % of women
Lok-sabha 543 45 503
Ralya-sabha 242 28 1102
Vidhan-sabha of Karataka 224 06 2.68
Total number of zila panchayal members in kamataka 1005 373 37.11
Toial b of Takika panchayat memoes in kamaiska %683 1519 4124
Total rumber of Gram pr 86779 38147___42.96

Source-Kamataka Joumnal of poliics
Tabl

~ Profile of Haveri district Area wise population

and Kumar. K.M*

commitioe the  National
Porapociive Pan or women. 1988
fmcomnndel Gt 505 sl 1 il
sell—government s well as the post
of president and vice nremum of
these bodies must bo

main clecive of
Introducing Panchayat Raj system is
to extend democracy up to grassroots
level and ensure involvement of the
people in all governmental process
and development activi

Collego.  Holehomnur-577 227,
o

Concept of Women Empowerment

per the Uriversal Declaraiion
of Human Rights “Women's equaity
in power sharing and acive
paricipation i sing,
ciudng deckion makig i polta
process at all levels will be ensured
for the achievements of th goals of
Empowerment. The Empowerment of
women s a criical issue that is
baing debated all over the worid
This_ concept has its root in the
women's movement throughout the
workd and particularly by the Third
~world feminists. 1t is since the mic
19805 that this term bocame popuar
in e fleld of developmen,
especially wih roforence to women
Empouemet = 4 cost s
introduced at the  Interational
Woners i 1965 a N i o
prosent study women empowerment
is presented as a concept that
includes  women's  partiipation s
poliical _ institutions  especially at
grassroots fevel.

The 73+ Amendment
A New Chapter for Women's

ser 201 epiion v Total
Femalo

65765 62179 127944

118161 42589 230750

130230 122117 252347

108820 103620 212458

157019 147971 304990

74353 69532 143885

588 85112 80630 166742

Total 4848 740469 ©98647__ 1439116
‘Source: Haveri district stafistical Dept-2009-10

Table-4 - Administrative structure and Number of PRIs

Sub-Rovenue

Talks

Haveri Haveri, Byads

Savanur
Zila panchayat

Number of Taluk panchayats
Numbor of Gram panchayats

Hirakorus, Ransbenn
Savanur, Shiggaon, Hangal
Haver

Sourco-zila panchayal, Haveri

The 73 & 74" amendment to the
constituion. of India in 1992 was &
major step towards  democratic
decontralzation. 1t has od to greater
participation & empowerment of SCs/
STs and women in PRIs in te
country. The reservation of seats in
o 139354 stocion has bro
about 8 lakhs women  into pnumm
process in large num:
Raj instiutions have ushered in
qualtative changes In the process of
goverence

Tablo-1 shows that women's
paricipation in PRis was significant
ey are not ony enjoying thoir one
third quotas but in various places

s December 1. 2010
Table-s - Awarensss of self-employment schemes

Soreomes PRI Wamoars SHG membrs Toar

No % T No % No % T
sasv @ @ s e s w10 e
India Awaz Voana 48 6 62 80 © e s s
Ambadiar Yojana 0 e e & s w8 w0 ss
Ashraya Yojana 39 63 62 60 55 108 100 58 170
PMRY 2w @ ® 28 108 7 e m
Navagiam Yojana @ w0 e e w0 e 10 s im0
Koolgag: Kalu @ w0 e e w0 e 10 ss 0
Sroe Shas s 9 e 1m0 9 e w0 s

Source: Field survey.

they are dsfeating male members
aiso. They are actively participating
n local matters.

Table-2 shows wormen are highly
underroprasanted in national poliics.
Tho success for women in Panchayat
Raj institutions due to reservation for
ob]acnv-

examine the measures
ncenstan by PRis to improve the
basic infrastructure viz, public healih,
anganawades, education, water and
sanitation.

2. To swdy whether the PRIs
have implomentod any employment
schemes for the empowerment of
women.

3. To know whether the PRIs
have played any role in promoting
SHGs, and

4 To sucy tno etutes of PRia

membors men's
empoverment
Methodology

The study was conducted In
Haveri distict of Kamataka. Gram
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Panchayal, Talka Panchayat, Zila
Panchayal members, secretarios
account witers and SHG members
constituted the sample “unit. An
mumw Scadide an resared s
acmini to respondent
wndems wore contactad at their
rasidanca, office, and meetings.

The present Havert distict came
nto existence on 24-8-1987 upon the
bifurcation of the Distrct of Dharwad.
The Distict has a historcal
sigrificance and finds references in
ine ancient Epic Mahabharat. Though
the origin of the name is not known
ith cerainty, some local historians
opine thal in the olden days the
place used to be haunted by a lot of
snakes (Haavu in kannada the local
language). Hence
addressed as Haawu (snake) il
{ceme from). In the past, Haveri was
led by a number of ilustrious rules
of Kamataka, Tho district has
number of historical sies & religious
shiines. Culturally, Haveri ,is well
known for foliore, drama, fairs &
fostivals, The distict has rich cultural
history. 1t s also woll known for

taligious movements spread through
P! St cil,_ o ol iyes
propagated by tho Dasas ke
Kanakadasa‘ Sharfsab were bom
fata: The popier Ewia TROL T
po called "Sarv: .4 s0 was bom

e
e g!nnuﬂy nlensem e
healhy. The district is backward in its
socio-economic  composiion  of
population

Havari has 7 taluks and an area
of 4848 sqikms & constiutes 253

percent al
geographical area. Decentralzation
of administation has led fo the
division of the distict into 2 revenue
sub-divisions, Haveri & Savanur.

Aocordiig o he 2001 cansu,
there were 698  vilages
ones in the aistict. Dece
Miksaton’ a3 b successfully
implomanted i the distrct where the
gram, taluk & district level bodies
have been working towards the goal
of dovolopment wih  peopie’s
participation. PRIs help the woman o
improve. their poliical ampowermant
level. In the suwoy 70% of the
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women mrembers of GPs and TPs
said that lo achieve equalily in
poliics, women should make an
entry inta politcs and the problems
of women can best bo solved only by
women. Men cannot Undorstand the
women's problems.

PRIs Activities about women
empowerment:  Empowerment  in
goneral and  sell-einploymant  in
paricular is closely connected with
women's empowerment. An atiempt
has boen made fo know what
messures the PRIs had taken to
implement employment  schemes,
especially  swaranjayanti  gram
swarozgar yojana It played @
postive role in organizing SHGs by
calling mectings, helped In opening
account in @ bank, proviging seed
money and  establishing  bank
elc. Many vocational
taining has been taken place to
imprave the conditions of the women.

Training i skils Bke froo
computer  oducation, tailoring
garments, kniting, bakery sweets,
1008 for anganavadics, hoalth car,
agiculture raining,  preparation of
earth  worm  compost  (Erehuly
manure)  small  scale  industrial
waining efe. Awareness camp for

8

rural women has been taken place fo
improve the conditions of the women
as wel as the vouths,

Data presented in Table-5 shows
that an overwhelming majority of both

be clearly stated that a majority of
the  rural  w
investigation, had some idea of
schemes meant for their upliftment,
One of tho basic responsibiitios
of panchayats is to promote Sell-Help
i ome to stay in
rral areas as the main women's

organizations for empowerment.

It shouid be noted that women's
empowerment  depends upon the
extent o which basic infrastructure
such as schools, public health
anganawadies and  water and
sanitaion are  provided 1o rural
women. I the survey it has como to
Know that all aro functioning well as
per people, expectations. PRIs offce
bearers supervise and check duties,
attendance of school teachers pubiic
hoalh and anganawadi staff. There
were over head tanks and water

stands, but water is not rogularly
stored due 1o load shedding.

Conclusion

Majority of the members reported
that there has been imorovement in
the panchayal administration duo to
73 amendment. They also feel that it
has Improved the status of women,
The women members also stated that
thero were no difficulties due to male

dominated sodiety. The situation is
changing very fast. Some of the
women  chairmen  have  done
commendable  job. They are
marching on the challenging road
towards empowerment

It could be concluded that the
new PRls has played felatively
positive role in providng intra-
structure,  employment _ opportunitios
and promoting SHGs. Consequenty,
there is a change in the attiudas of
el women who ar oming
conscious of education, empioyment
etc. Bul income generating schemes
have not been implomented o the
satistaction of the beneficiaries, 0
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