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The UN says that if urbanization continues at the present rate, then 46 percent
the total population ie. 634 million people will be in urban regions of India by zm
(U.N.1998). If such an exodus is not checked and corrected, it would lead to extreme urban
decay and malice where urban sustainability would then become one big utopian vision.

of urbanization has created @ profound social,
‘economic diemma for all

Ima sa »am of vilages which hauses nearly so

percent
Vilagers in India manifest & deep koyaly 10 i
illage, identifying themsefves o strangers as residents
of a particular vilage, connecting back 1o_family
residance In the village that typically extends into the
distan!past. A family rooted in a particular vilage

ot easily move 10 anather location. But today,

this factor of iife from villages and this new trend

segments of the sociely.

‘The rural to urban migration and the urbanization
are associated with a vertical shift in the labour force
from the agricultural sector 1o the urbanized-indusfrial
sector. In India migration is from rural agricultural
sectors to urban  informal sectors as well

CAUSES OF RURAL-URBAN MIGRATION:

Traditional rural-urban migration exists in India
as villagers seek 1o improve
apportunities and lfestyles. In 1991
over 39 million people. migrated in
rural-urtan patterns of which 54
percent were fomale. Caste and tribe
\%Ve'ﬂS cnmwhrals 'na:-‘ population
movements. Sa: rban migration
I aiso avient mmughcul india. in
cities e many migrants
move info tho eity durng porods of

ardship and retum to their native
Vilages, for. avents such s he
harvest.

as well.

e UN says that it mharlmtmn continues at
the uusem rals, ihen 46 percent of the total
popuiiion 1.0.634 millan peoplo wil be in tbon
reglons of Incia by 2030 (UN, 1998). If such an oxodus
s not checked and corrected it would lead lo
extreme urban decay and malice where urban
sustainabilly would then become one big utopian

visior

Large groups of landless, unskiled, iliterate
Iaborers and getty farmers leave their vilages and
to distant large towns or citles like Mumba, Delhi and
Chenna.. They 6o not o to their neighboring smaller
town centers or districts because these regions have
aroady reached thelr saturation point and fail to
provide even the minimum services to the migrants.
“The only altemalive thal is lef to the migrants are the
large unknown metropolises seen in movies as
glamorous beds of comfort and wealth. Although the
alization fs biter, their arival causes undue stress
10 the urian system which has ta deal with pavement
dhielling siums, squalors disease,crime, and. ultimato
egeneration

The urban system breaks down often due to this
sirass. Water shorlage, electricly, transportation,
education, housing, security and other services
fail. When migration into urban  rogions: continues,
ongoing and increasing demands aro made on the
local_acanomy whieh is anyways struggling for
sustainabilty

SOLUTIONS:

Over ihe past four decades, the Government of
India has adopted many explicit population distribution
policies and programs to cchnngﬂs\ urban areas and
facilitate a more bafanced spatial development. The
chsed iy programs wers amedal reducing migration

The rural to urban

with a vertical shift In the
labour force from  the
agricultural sector to the
urbanized-nd
In India migration is from
rural agricultural sectors
to urban Informal sectors

1o metropoiitan regions thiough such instruments as
tax incentives, limitations on Investments and
demolition of squatter settiements. The Government

also promoted intermediate-size cities:

infrastructure, and strengthening
linkages between intermediate-size
and large cities

Moreover, land colonization
programs were introduced by the

mment to re-settle residents from
overpopulated rural areas to frontier
regions o undarutiized areas. The
policy instruments  cormmonly
employed for this purpose were the
transfer of land tiles and the provision of usuu
and other faciliies to increase the productivi
income of seltiers. Finally, the Government snwm
take effective staps to implement the following Rural
development Programmes 1o reduce tha rural-urban
migrans.

justrial sector.

(i) Small Farmers Development Agency/
Marginal Farmers and Agricultural Labourers
projects.

(i) Hill Area Development Projects.

(i) Tribal Development Programmas.

(v)  Drought Prane Area Programme,

(v} Rural Landless Employment Guarantee

Programme
(V) Whole Village Development Programme.
(vii)  Inlograted Rural Development Programme.

(vill)  Integration Of Wamen in Rural Reconstruction
Programme.

Training Rural Youth For Self

empioyment.

(X Food for Work Programme

(xi And National Rural Employment Guarantee
Programme, etc.
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