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Urban Slums in India: Problems and Challenges

banisation is a key indicator of
omic fopment  and
be seen as a posilive factor
for overall development. And also, as
my grows its towns and
ciles 6xpand n size and volume and
the contrbution of the urban soctor to
tho national economy  increases. It
also creats a number of pmhlml
and challenges. The umban centres
are characterised by an inter-play of
e dclopoltcel el oo
forces  which,  cumulatively
e s complexity to city He.
And, this complexity poses enormous
challenges to the  administrative
system involved in managing regula-
ry as well as development affairs in
uban aross. Tho pouiaion migratos
from the towards the towr
and the eny in India.

Tho fundamental values of Indian
society and civilization are preserved
in vilages where from they are
transmitied 10 towns and cities. Over
a period of time, rural societies
undorgo a variely of changes. Some

emerging from cities. Urban India is

into facing a lack of water
and  sanitation, slums  growing.
affordablo housing, cloan air, road,
public transport, and lives. without
a0cess to basic amenites.

* Or R Kafthikeyan, Asso. Professor

nomics, AV.C. College _{Autonomous).
Mannampandal, Mayladuthural
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By R. Karthikeyan and S. Dharmaraj*

y Is lacing enormous
problems and challenges. There Is &
growing concer about how to make
our cilies safe and sustainable. The
cilies which make vital contrioutions
in tho social and economical
development are  struggling  with
serious  challenges  such
environmental  polluion, congestion,

The majority of slum cwellers
idontify themselves with the city
rather than with their native place
and plan to settle permanently in

the city. In spite of poor
conditions in slums, second
generation residents who are not
nostalgic about their rural
background feel that lfe in slum
is reasonably tolerable and city
e is probably better than rural
life. Problem of the slun can be
doalt by initativos taken by the
government, NGOs public co-
operation and employers. Seme of
the possible solution can ba such
as local authorities and national
governments shouid collaborate
with the organization of the urban
poor in upgrading siums and
providing alternatives to slum
formation,

increasing incidence  of  uban
povery. ndequst accers o shfer
and  basic serves, increasing
nocualty i ncome Tevels resung
n the profeation of shms and
squatter _ settiaments overal
deterioration in qualty of e

(51 Year of )

Slums are  housing _clusters
having  insufficient faciities of
hygiene,  tollet, drinking  water,
sanitation etc.  According to the
rupor of the Unked Hatcrs etk
*Slums has been defined as
building, group of buikdings or aroa
characterised by  over-crowding,
Geterioration, insanitary conditions or
absence of facilities or ameniles
which because of these conditions or
any of them, endangor the health
safely or morals of is inhabitants of
the community’ (United  Nation
Habitat Report-2001).

jsation has been consi-
dorea a8 an ndox of development
but in casoe of developing countries

settioments. It has been largely due
to people work relationship In rural
areas, in which land is the esseni

medium and which is now so
lly balanced that even small
addiion topopulation

poople out of agriculture fo no-
agricultural cccupation. Thus, most of
these  setlements  sufer from
improper and haphazard ~develop-
ment, absence of basic-infastructure
and  sorvices, unconrolled  and
unchecked growth of siums, lack of
housing. high degree of visual and
uncontrolld tratfic.
Problems of Urban Slums

The growing ubanization and
industrialization are the challenges
facing our citios. Athough the
govemment has undertaken several
inititives to solve various problems.
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the challenges are immenso. It is not
only thiough govemment _ policies
and aclions, bul also through the
committed actions and_iniiatives of
tho community and individuals, that

locaities in a major ciles have slums
in surrounding

A rapid increase in urban
population results in the problems of
staiing o broaking down of

responsbility of providing amenitios
with limited or often scant resourcos.

between  the  resources  and
responsibilites. This not only leads
1o formation of new slums but also
give new dimensions 1o the problem
of slums.

Siums are a formidable problem
merely because the gap between
rosources and domand for  sheltor
tend 1o exist peretually. The urban
poor by thomsshes can neither

and privato lands kopt
S o shated - vaborle
locations like river margins, water
loggod rgins, ele. The
s popution. profers 0. e in
unhygienic. condiions and in areas
prone 10 floods and accidents.

The sium population in 2001 was
8182 millon of which the reporied
slumpopulation in the 640 towns
and ciles having population of
50,000 and above Is 42.58 mikon.
The total wban popuiation of these
640 towns is 184.35 makon. This 640
towns. spread over 26 states havo
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reported existence of siums. The
spread of stums 42.6milion people
consisting of 82 milion housoholds
reside in slum of these towns. It is a
coincidence that both census of india
i 2051 Sl NS0 I a0 e
that overy seventh

inda is a sum mllrlslnm
Population Census of India-2001)

Stums and urban squat wil be a
diminishing phenomanon, if the rapid
economic progress keeps its pace.
Today, we would have smallr of the
shrs, had our acocnc poces of
the present wer yoars
Towky By v o Aace) pum 0 a
rapidly rising GOP _logether with
fising per capita GDP. With fise in

ol. tondency to migrate to
the siums has lessened. Die-hard
slum dwellers who wish 10 pay no
taxos and spond nothing on housing
will most certainly continues to stay
there.

As India progresses on the path
of developmen, and s slated. fo be
contribution

Sample Survey Organization in 2002,
only 15 per cent of uban stum
dwollors had accoess to drinking
water, follts and  electricty for
lighting. Drinking waler is also more
of a farcs in many cases, and the

as people from diverse backgrounds
are compelied 10 ive together, and
share resources which are in short
supply to bagin with. Since a majority
of sium dwelers are. migrants, there
s a corain prevalence of Witeracy
and lack of knowledge aboul the
complexites of city We.

For the development of cities, for
instance the building of malls, mut-
ploxos and rosidontial - complaxos.
targeted at the urben rch, slum

area 1o the next, and efforts 10 secure

permanent housing are a failure in
most cases. Majory of sium dwellers
do not posses ration cards, or voter
idoniity cards. Hence they cannot
even be categorized as clizens of
the country.

Our slums are indeed very dingy.
dark and dismal. But the dark clouds
are now fading. Despite the offorts of

dwallers o improve the quality of
their lives. People, who migrated 1o
the citles and found work, brought
their cousing and rest of the famiios

Third World. rding 1o recent
United Nation Habitat Report, 327
milion people Ive i in

(11 Affican, 2 Asian and 1 Pacifc),
more than two out of three urban
shetrs B ki, @i oy o

thoso  countries aro  urbanizing
Tapkdy. Pacpis eskang I sums s
many problems ke _ improper

sanitation, unhyglenicenvironmental
, social, economic, heath,
oducational and cultural - probloms
and many more.
Wt wiouis siopiss 1
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faciities in the urban areas. People
who_continue fo_remain inslums
could easily ve in better areas in
thoir native villages but they prefors
to rent out their own well built
houses and fve in slums, because
want 1o do have better
livelihood. They have completoly
adjusted with the slums environment
and they would find fife difficut if
they are made 1o shift away from the
sums. The Union Govemment
Ministry is finalizing a draft National
Sium Poicy to deal with one of the
most seriovs  socio _economic
problems threatening urban growth
and the slums beside.
Challenges of Slum Improvement
Slums are_cancerous growh for
urban e and no effort shouid be
spared 1o eradicate them. No doubt,
are manifestation of 80cio
economic conditions prevailing in the
country but it no_effort is paid to
ntain them, then urben lfe wil

bo rabi
unboarable. The Government of India
has intioduced a  special central
assistance 1o states. for up gradation
of sums wih tho formulation of

£
3
H

funds
are aliotted o States on the basis of
urban slum population.

ity authorities undertak

growth of population. The growth of
sum population in these  growing
ciles is so prolfic. that, our iocal
govemments have lost control of the
deteriorating urban docay. In other
words, the_goverment organisations
have generally found themselves
largely ineffecive to forge authentic
parinership wih the uban sium people
i soiving habita relatod issus.

Strategies  Adopted for _Stum
Improvement and Rehabilitation:
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The slum located in congested un-
hygienic areas of the urban areas
wherein equitable  distrbution
space is not feasible are cloared and
tenemental schemes put up; 1
slums shall be idenified and faken
up for_providing basic_faciities 1o
meko the aroas habilablo; and 2.
Wherever neithor fenemental scheme
ror in sur development is fessitle
resetiioment of the slum families
tenoments nearby
(Manikam-2006)

Schares for improving the Gushty
of Slums in Urban Area:

Many numbers of schemes were
annaunced for improving the quelity
of slums in uban areas. The 11
finance commission makes provision
for following.

1. Slum clearance scheme, 2.
stiuency Dovsapment " fund
including MPs and MLAs, 3. Sum
AreaDevolopment Programme, 4
Utban Renewal Scheme, 5. Survey
of Swms i Utban  Awas, 6.
Rainwater Hanesting Scheme. and
7. Sm Improvement Works, 6.
Vaimiki  Ambedkar Housing Pro-
gamne  corsincion o inchicun

grammo (11% 5.Year Plan-2007-12)
Messures fo Integrated Sium Development
The measures that aro roquirod to
wrsued and sirengthened further

for intogratod sium dovolopmon art
Updating

- Creating
D-uhlse on Slums,
- wise _ perspect
mugmuu Shum Dwnlwmml lea
- Augmenting and facil
access 10 senvice:for sim dwellers,
- Gradation and resetilement
opums for slum improvemert,
as a resource

tand
hwsmq end sheher covolopmont for

- Gummg hv-um ‘socurity to sium
dwellers.

promote  integrated ity
development  and o enable the

pecple ving in slums 1o gain acoess
to baskc services,
schames programmes have
boen launched from time to tma. For

Development (NSD), Integrated L
Cost Sanitation Scheme (ILCSs), ete.
(11" Five Year Plan-2007-12)
Conclusion

jority of sium dwelers
identify themselves with the _city
father than with their native place
and pian 1o settle permanentl in the
oy, In sple of poor condtons
lums, second_generationresicents
ool i wgried
1ural background foal that ifo in sium
is reasonably tolerable and cily e is
probably botter than rural i
roblom of the slum can b dealt by
initatives takon by the govommen,
NGOs publc cooporation and
omgloyers. Some of the possible
solution can bo such as local
authoriies and national governmens
shoukd  collsborate  with  the
organizaton of e wban por
rading

concem
shout the deterioating aualies of
o in the makropoian ciies in .

requisite to Impwve m. qunmy m Ma
and fiving
urgent need to lunch N orogramime of

adoption of above strategy will hol
1o achieve improvement in the qualty
of iife and fiving
urban slum areas.
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