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Beyond the Sterestype of 'Slum':
A Sociological Perspective of & Slum in Amritsar
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‘The slum in a city is considered as a poor arca and it is assumed that all slum dwellers are

study the micro leveldi inequality withina
slum, Inequalit i withina
um, A shum, like aci inwhich vari i

same space and dwellings. The findi it the slum
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Introduction

Inthe recent:

ir main focus is on analyzi of this growth. It
that every year the world urban population is increasing by about 70 millicn (Sabir AL, 2005). There
are three main determinants such as employment, incomae and svailabliy of infr-structure which

Iysis of the distributi

of urban i ies reveals that the process of

urbanization in India has been large-city oriented (Kundu, 2003). On one side the process of

economic development has created numerous job opportunities in urban areas and attracted larger
" b S b e

and the quality of life.

This massive increase of population in the uban areas has caused deterioration in the physical

end quality of I 1995) Thus, a ip eme
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sharp reduction in poverty levels crestes more problems than it solves (Jha, 2000). The concept of
development takes a ‘U’ tumn with an ever increasing population of slum dwellers within the urban
segments.

about 5-6
percent per annum (Chatterjee, 2002). According to the census of 2001 the annual growth rate of
urban population in India is 2.73 percent per annum (Census Report, 2001). Thus growth in shum
population is almost double the growth rate of the overall urban population. The process of
urbanization accompanied by rapid population growth of cities has lead to overcrowding and
congestions in urban localities, which is explicitly visible in dwelling structures. Most of these
structures are built illegally, with little or no provision for piped water, sanitation, collection and
disposal of household waste or health care. Thereby slum dwellers have an income which is
inadequate, irregular and unstable. They are prone to live in poverty, in spite of the Governments'
initiated innovative housing and employment schemmes. Even as the Indian conomy remains one of

Id, around 49, lakhs
ofpeopleto livein pathetic conditions (The Times of India, May 27, 2010).

According to a UNESCO document, “a slum is a group of buildings or area characterized by
overcrowding, deterioration, unsanitary conditions or absence of facilities or amenities, which
because of these conditions or any of them, endanger the health, safety, or morale of inhabitants or the
community.” But the general perception in the body of literature is that “Skum is an area where
generally poor people live and the poverty is the main characteristic of slum where all dwellers ate
consideredtobe poor”.

The study i i the given
social situation in which slum dwellers live. Slum dwellers do not mean that all of them are poor;
rather, it has various categories of poor people. It s generally sssumed it theremay be clar-cut

inequaliti insocial,

winmind,
has b inequality prevai dwellers,

Tnequality and Poverty

The study of inequality has been closely associated ith poverty as it has an important bearing over
ty isneither

r.lw nor direct. Poverty and umpuhty are malyuully distinct concepts. Th:y vary and are
feach other. It is mis for other (Beteille,

2003). Particularly, in the literature on policy, there is a widespread assumption that poverty and
inequality are two sides of the same coin. It is assumed that there is an increase in the number and
proportion of those below the poverty line (BPL), the inequalities also increase. It is of course
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recognized that there re inequalites smong the poor themselves. c=mmly. inequality is far less

y or inequity. In
fiac, the 19905 World Development Report clearly dmmn-m s pover!y is the “inability to
living,” ‘basic needs.

The same report explores and examines poverty and inequality fmm close comers, thus drawing
disinctions between the two key concepts. Whereas poverty i concetned with the absolute standard
of living of a part. m the other hand

wholesociety.

ing quali i i land
and in the availability of publicly funded ices. It is al ing to find that
unqual access to homes, land and basic services actally affot o cxpoctancy and low-income
1996).
o igh

i

‘They, therefore, i i i intai ility in society.

There are others: who follow the Marxian approach which provides a radical alternative to the
functionalist view of the nature of social inequality. The Marxian school regards inequality as a

others and live parasitically rather than as a means of furthering collective goals. Marxists theorize
that inequality and poverty are functional components of the capitalistic mode of production;
capitalism necessarily produces unequal social structures. Inequality is transferred from one
generation to another through the mechanism of services and opportunities which suround each
individual (Peet, 1975).

Universe of the Study

Punjab is one of the smaller f India, Th ion accounts for 33.95
on, During 1991-2001 ion of Punjab grew
37.58 per cent and this growth rate was higher than the growth rate of India (31.31 per cent). During
this decade, there was a tremendous increase in the number of towns, i.c. from 120 in 1991 to 157 in
2001. 41 new towns were declared for the first time and a few old towns were merged with urban
agglomerations. The new towns added about one-fifth (4.4 lakhs) of additional urban population to
the existing urban population. In 2001, Amritsa joined Ludhiana os another metropolitan city of the
state, In all, class I i three-fifth of the total d class IT and T
towns together constitute 29.00 per cent of the total population. There was a slight decrease in the
population in these towns although their number increased. Similarly, class IV, V and V1 towns also
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In Punjab there is a higher incidence of poverty in the urban areas as compared to what is seen in the
rural arcas. The spillover thesis does not hold well in the state. Further, it has been observed that the
incidence of rural poverty has also been declining at a faster rate than that of the urban poverty. As
result, the incidence of rural poverty in Punjab has now reached almost a negligible magnitude. In the
mid-sixties, the proportion of urban population below poverty line (48.07 per cent) was less than
double the proportion of rural poverty. Butin the carly nineties the same was more than three times the
proportion of rural poverty (Shergill etal, 1998). The housing shortagein the state was around 6.5 lakh
units by the year 2000. Housing provided by the public agencies contributed only 10 per cent to the
new housing stock. Even Punjab Urban Planning and Development Authority (PUDA), the premier
public agency that builds houses for the urban people, allocates no more than 6.8 per cent of its
s 0 the housing for the urban poor. None of the public corporations and institutions assisting
housing in Punjab satisfies any of the efficient criteria in terms of profit, administrative expenses,
subsidization, rates of recovery of loans etc. The government agencies should get out of the business
states and leave the field open to the private sector
(Sahota, 1997). Ananalysis of the level of services in the towns of Punjab shows that nearly one-half
of the urban households do not have tap water supply within their premises, about one-third are
out toilet facilj icity (Krishan, 1994).

resour

of constructing houses, townships and urb;

d about one-seventh of them have to do without efec

Map-1). It is also the gateway o India for

e visitors coming on the overland route through
a Border (Pakistan). Amritsar, the city of 'Golden Temple!, lies between 31007 and 32003 north

latitudes and 74029 and 78023 long the National Highway No. 1. Itis situated in a depression
in the middle of the Bari Doab occupy 11,3 apopulation of 10, 11,327 (in
2001). The population of a town is an important indicator of its dynamism and the study of the

populationand growth of Amritsar city indicates thatis has grown overa period of time.

Map-1: Geographic Location of Amritsar

LOCATION UF THE AMRITSAR
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It was being served by a Class | Municipality since 1868 which was converted into Municipal

Comporationin 1977. Established in 1577,

its two parts i.e. ty ity which ifestation of various ups
4 : ; v

Amdmg o Sandhu (2006),the Municipal Corporaton has been spending a sizeable amourt of
the

Curpm'mun then it constitues merely 1o 8 percent, but one need to mention here that the slum

fifth of the total ion in the city. In 1975, icipal Committee
of Amritsar identified a few slums within the city on the basis of The Punjab Slum Areas
(Improvement and Clearance) Act, 1961. But in 1976, The Town and Country Planning Department,
Government of Punjab, also conducted a study on shum dwellers in Amitsat city. According to this
studythers were 32,632 slum dwellerslving in 19 localities. In the 1981-82 survey the Corporation
identified 1,00 than
a three-fold increase in the number of slum dwellers. Now according to census 2001, there are 2,
00,000 slum dwellers living in 63 notified slums of the city.

‘The Amritsar Municipal Committee hardly did anything to ameliorate the living conditions of slum
dwellers till 1976. In 1976 the Municipal Corporation started implementing the Environmental
Improvement Programme. According to the municipal records, under this programme, the
Corporation has partially improved about 80 per cent of the notified slums in the city. Most of the
slums have been provided with the basic esscntial services of water supply and sewerage, street
‘pavement, 2006).

Selected Slum of the City

‘The study has been conducted in one of the notified stum of Amritsar, named “K ot Khalsa” in which
i 3 ity withinits' dwellers.
Map 02: Location of KOT KHALSA Slum in Amritsar City

(KOT KraL5A sLum l

Source: Map based on Google Images and Primary Survey. (2011)
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Kot Khalsa: An Introduction

“Inder Puri and Indra Colony” are the main slu.m bca.l.mes oﬂ(ol Khalsa which are investigated for
the collection of primary data. Before its i C tion, Kot Khalsa was a
small village towards the West of Amritsar. The village was mainly inhabited by Jat Sikhs and
Mazhabi Sikhs but after ts inclusion in the corporation, it has grown numerically and now hosts

areas ir livelihood.
ity 5 itis onlyO,
the Amritsar Attari G.T. i Indra Colony is the
in the West. North, there i il i the South
\hm m the agricultural fields. The Mnﬁhemmbmk -paved but in a bad condition due to
after which they Evenlh:bu\lndary road (Phirni)
the slum i i the rainy  During
‘monsoons, rain water not only enters into the houses but gets accumulated on the low lying vacant
plots i i itoes. Th i i
The numbers ofpucca ‘houses in: d’w shnn are very low. The streets too do not exhibit any particular
in addi b on is very poor.

Map 03: Localities within the KOT KHALSA Slum.

Source Map based on Google Images and Primary Survey (2011)
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Methodology

The research methodology in the present paper is a combined form of theoretical and cmpirical
methods. At the first stage, we probed mm du: m:olognal and dnmogmph-c literature mlmd to
poverty and inequality so as f
pas, various sociological theories have been used. Subsequently, the rescarch was followed by
canvassing one hundred and twenty interview schedules. 60 samples/respondents were chosen from
Indra Colony and an equal number of samples/respondents were chosen from Inder Puri, another
Tocality um. Dis in May, 2011,

‘As qualitative research is becoming increasingly popular i social scieaces, interviews with some of
therespondents were used toelicit views.

Findings

Ttisawellkno

of his/her atttude and values. So, in order to have deeper insight into the problem, an effort has ben
‘made to \mﬂemmd the social istics of the Social i slud:ed here
forthe sex, caste, mari religion, education, family

ete.

males, and they constituted about 94.2 percent. Analysis of data revels that an overwhelming
majorty i.e. 90 percent respondents are marricd. The remaining $ percent are divorcees or widows

Purihas86. inlndra Colony 93.3
percent respondents are married. Inder Puri has doubled the percentage of divorcees/widows than
‘whatIndra Colony has, which i5 6.3 percent for the former and 3.3 percent for the latter,

Caste and Religion

Caste is an important variable to understand the social system of any society in the Indian sub-
continent. Risley defines caste as “a collection of families or groups of families bearing a common

» mythical aucesto, uman or divine professing to folow the name, professional callings and are

regarded by those: p (Ketkar,
1979).
2 URBAN INDIA

Chart- 1: Distribution of Respondents According to Castes

Percentage of Different Castes Percentage of Different Castes
within }((»Pﬂ”rha’a;ulnnv within Inder Puri Locality

Data reveals, that 60 percent respondents belong to scheduled castes (i.e. Mazhabis, Ramdasias,
Balmikis, Churas, Bhangi, etc) and 30 percent are Other Backward Castes (Parjapat, Ramgarhias etc)
and the remaining 10 percent of respondents come under the General category (Jats, Aroras etc). A
majority of the respondents (90 percent) come from the lower strata of society. Chart-1shows that
Indra Colony is mainly inhabited by Scheduled Castes (70 percent) and Other Backward Castes (26.7
percent) with only 3.3 percent respondents from the General category. But in Inder Puri 50 percent of
the respondents belong to Scheduled castes and 33.3 and 16.7 percent respondents are from Other
d General C:

Religion has existed throughout the history of human society. It is a part of one's culture and an

fh life andsocial morality.
Percentage of Different Percentage of Different Religlons
Religions withip Indra Colany within {gder puri Lacality

i.e. Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims. A majority of
respondents (68.3 percent) are Sikh and the remaining 30 and 1.7 percent arc the followers of
Hinduism and Tslam respectively. Chart-2 indicates that the majority of people (90 percent) of Indra
Colony are practitioners of Sikhism and only 10 percent adhere to Hinduism. Hardly any house of the
Muslims is found in this locality. On the onm hand, 50 percent respondents from Inder Puri are
dusand46.7 percent 3.3 percent are Muslims.

Indra Colony is mainly inhabited by scheduled castes and a majority of them belong to the Sikh

3/8
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religion. It is generally believed that the ranking of caste is made on local basis, and the locally
dominant caste exerciscs more authority in this respect. Indra Colony, where a majority of scheduled

i lives, is soci it i ‘works more when seen in
comparison to for their welfare, and Inder Puri, where people belong to a variety of castes,

Education

Education is an essential component of human resource development and an indispensable tool for

i ion. It i indivi Ilas for anation.
However, in the 2lst century, overcoming the problem of illiteracy is one of the most pressing
challenges facing the world because nearly one third of the world's population still cannot read or
‘write. According to a UNESCO report, 98 percent of illiterate people live in the Third World. Arica

illiteracy at in Asia
and 17 percent in Latin America. The majority of adults who are illterate are women (The Tribune, 5
February, 2008).

i el o e all social arious

s i it
was found that 33.3 percent people were illiterate, 35 percent had middle level education and 30
percent had matriculation level education. Only about 1.7 percent attended even senior secondary
school. The data indicates inequalities with regpect to the gradient of educational qualifications in
both the localities. Nearly 42 percent respondents from Inder Puri are illiterate, whereas only 25
percent respondents are illiterate in Indra Colony. Those who have passed matriculation examination
numbered around 20 percent in Inder Pur, the corresponding figure for Indra Colony is about 40
percent, which is twice the previous settlement.

Migration

In India, many people migratc to some richer states from comparatively poorer states in search of
i i i peripl the city, or

in unhealthy ings devoid the basic amenities of life. Itis usually majority of

places and the pull factors ofthe ity concemed.

URBAN INDIA

Chart - 3; Percentage of respondents who eame from other states

An immigrant in this study refers to those hous mily was born in a
away from the present residence in the slum or community. The following observations can be drawn
from the data, As highlighted in the chart, it appears that 76.7 percent of the respondents migrating to
the city are from within the parent state of Punjab; whereas the rest of

holds whose head of t

3 percent are migrants from
other states of India. In Indra Colony there is a preponderance of migrants from within Punjab, which
is about 96.7 percent of the total respondents. However, in the c

se of Inder Puri only 56 percent of the
respondents are from Punjab, which indicates a heterogeneous social composition of the community
living n Inder Puri

Differences hav

> localities of Kot Khalsa
different character in
terms of caste, religion and region of origin. The majority of population of this locality belongs to
scheduled castes, Mazhabi Sikhs. The; and her
social position in the loc:
the respondents from Inder Puri lack social cohesion as they belos
migrant community. This arca has a higher incidence of nuclear familics, because they have left
behind their families for cconomic reasons. The education gradient appears to be higher among the
people of Indra Colony than those of Inder Puri,

en observed at the socio-demographic level in both 4
slum on various accounts. Itis pertinent to mention here that Indra Colony h

joy harmonious relations

hierarchy. £

majority of

0 different sub groups within the

Income and Occupation

The economic status of the respondents play a major role in planning for the future, and italso affects
their social status. The household survey data on income is often understated and hence the obtained

BEYOND THE STEREQTYPE OF 'SLUM': 2%
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information does not necessarily reflect the actual income of the household (Islam et al, 1996).
Alternatively, rescarchers frequently choose consumption expenditure as proxy immune to
3 : it oo :

etal

2003). In this study, we followed a combined approach. The data on average monthly income and

expenditures are collected separately and the real income is considered as the higher of the two. This

might have resulted in some positive biases in income calculation, but the minimum perceat of
‘poverty .

On the basis of the data, ivided into four i gories, up to Rs. 1500, Rs.
1501 to Rs. 3000, Rs. 3001 to Rs. 4500 and the fourth and the last category included those with
‘monthly households' income of more than Rs. 4500.

Rs, 1501
toRs. From the data, if
the income differential among various income brackets in case of Inder Puri is proportionately
distributed. However, in the case of Indra Colony, there are larger income differences found among
Th i fthe inthabitants of Indra Colony is higher than that of
Inder Puri, which is aptly reflected in usage of bank accounts. About 38.3 percent respondents from
Inder Puri

Table- 1
Distribution of Respondents According to Monthly Income

Income Indra Colony Inder Puri Total

Tess than 1500 00 05(83) 05(42)
Rs.

1501-3000 Rs. 30 (50) 26 (433) 56 (46.7)

3001-4500 Rs. 06 (10) FEIFTI) 19(15.8)

More :m 4500 24 (40) 16 (26.6) 40 (333)
s.

Total 60 (100) 60 (100) 120 (100)
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A gainful employment, from which money is received, is called oceupation. In Sociology, oceupation
is defined as an economic role separated from household activity as a result of the growth of markets
for labour. Sy

ch roles form part of a wider economic division of labour in an industrial enterprise,
orsoci

From the data the following occupation

ories can be constructed. Wage camers, (regular
workers in construction/factory) 6.7 percent; service (clerical or technical job in public off
percent; scif employed or business 23.3 percent and remaining 2.5 percent arc doing house work. The
majority of respondents in Inder Puri (61.7 percent) and Indra Colony (71.7 percent) work as
labourers. This substantiates the fact that education level and location of residence have an influence
onth y pe. The major by sl ‘here are street vending, hawking,
petty shop-keeping, selling handicrafts and auto rickshaw driving. Wom gas
housemaids (domestic worker). Among the slum dwellers, rag picking is another common oceupation
among females and children. Here we can see that hardly any of the dwellers are out of work; some of
them work within Indra colony. It has more number of labourers and government employees, But the

), 7.5

arc engaged in ean

number of selfemployed is less as compared to Inder Puri.
Land and Housing

Inthe

acity, public land mainly belongs to three governmental authorities; Municipality, State
Government and the Central Government. The nature of tenure system in Inder Puri is of mixed type;
some have bought the land and built houses by themselves, while others live as tenants. In Indra
Colony, mostly pe
The tenants probably p:
85 per

ot the land for housing from the Government under various welfare schemes.

rent to the owner. In this study, 93.3 percent households in Indra colony and

nt in Inder Puri own & house while 6.7 percent in Indra Colony and 15 percent in Inder Puri
have tenants. Housing in slums and squatters has both the problems of extreme congestion and weak
structures of houses

Chart-4; Percentage of Respondents According to Type of Dwelling.

I
|
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From the chart it is obvious that majority of the houscholds i.c. 76.7 percent, are semi-pucca, 21.7

houses, 1. InIndra Colony 61.7 percent households
have semi 438 fthem: The
comprison of housing conditions shows that, Indra Colony is much better than Inder Puri, as Indra
Colony has no kacha house.

In i the majori 7 i 5 percenthouses

Indra Colony is a southern part of the Kot Khalsa stum. Most of the people originate from Punjab

itself. Th has been provided by th themn. Th bout 120 houses.
‘The pathways are paved by bricks. impl i of! fthis
¥

‘Three categories are made according to the size of plot. The first category is of the plot size which is
less than 400 sq. ft, the second, 401 5q. . to 600 5 ft. and the third category is of more than 600 sq.ft
size.

Table- 2
Distribution of Respondents According to Plot Size

Plot Size Indra Colony Inder Puri Total
TLoss than 02 (3.3) 47 (78.3) 39 (40.8)
400 sq.ft
401600 07 (11.7) 09 (15) 16 (13.3)
sq.f.
More than 51 (85) 04 (6.7) 55(45.8)
600 sq.ft.
Total 60 (100) 60 (100) 120 (100

‘When we consider both the localities on the basis of plot size, we find that a majority of the
respondents as a whole (45.8 per cent) have more than 600 sq.f. plot size. However gross
irregularities can be seen in the distribution of plot size within these two localities. The
residents of Inder Puri lack affordability of decent housing as a majority of the respondents
(783 percent) have less than 400 sq. ft. of residential plot as compared to those in Indra

Colony jority (85 per: sq. . of plot size. Thi

from the data helps lyze how socialissues play an for negotiating th
standard of basic quality of lfe.

31 URBAN INDIA

The dimension of covered area of a house reflects how space is being used for various
N L

washing, other However, itis single
unit is being used for multiple functions. This is obvious from the data as most of the
respondents (90 percent) from Inder Puri have less than 300 sq. ft. whereas more than 50 per
cent of the residents of Indra Colony have an area falling between 301 sq. ft. and more than
450sq. ft.

Table-3
Distribution of Respondents According to Covered Area of house

Covered Area of [ Indra Colony |Inder Puri | Total
House

Less than 300 | 29(48.3) 54.(90) 83 (69.2)
sqft

301450 sq.ft 16(26.7) 02(33) 18 (15)
More than 450 | 15 (25) 04 (67) 19(158)
5.8

Total 60 (100 60 (100) 120 (100

From the study it emerges that 28, 3 percent of the respondents have only one room, SO
percent have two rooms and 21.7 percent respondents have three or more than three rooms.
In Indra Colony a majority of the 3 h d independ
courtyards, whereas in Inder Puri the majority of the respondents (46.7 percent) have one
room and common courtyards.

Table- 4
Distribution of Respondents According to Per Capita Floor Space

Per Capita Floor| Inder Puri | Indra Total
Space Colony

Tess than 45 sq.ft. 41(68.3) 12 (20) 3@y
46-60sq1t. 08 (13.3) 17 (283) 25 0.8
‘More than 60 sq.ft maEs | 3 GL) 205)
Total 60 (100) 60 (100) 120 (100)

(Percentages are given in parentheses)

5/8
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Basic Facilities and Utilities
In slums many resit defecate in the i as a majority of
them lad( acc:sslbxhry to a mﬂct/baﬂmom Hence, thcy are. prmle w suffer from
is correlates with ies, as nearly
60 percent of the people in all cities do not to toilet facilities (Renu, 2000). Fear
of buse, ape and molestation force women to move a times in  group. This also increases
of infections. conditions in these settlements

are both deplorable and unhygienic, with drains choked on account of uncollected garbage
and open sewers becoming main source of disease. Municipal sanitation services do not
reach many such localities. Especially in Inder Puri, the waste is dumped in the surrounding
open trscts ofland o' Ihmwn on the wayside. These two large communities do nnt cven have
a atone end of ty, as seenin

As stated above, the residents of Indra Colony have a larger plot size thereby greater floor
space for various basic functions; thercfore about 63.3 percent of the households have a
kitchen, in comparison to just 50 percent of the households in Inder Puri. Similarly, a
‘majority of the respondents (93.3 percent) of Indra Colony have toilet facility in their houses,
whereasitis amere 66.7 per cent in case of Inder Puri, Sewerage connections have improved
(with the size of urban centers) in Amritsar city, but the situation is poor in Inder Puri where
dry .

A majority of the respondents have electricity connections in their houses but most of the
times electricity is mpped fmm the nexghhe:hood transmitter poles or overhead wires, but
ity mafia.

Water Consumption

Almost all households in the sk d rely on the municipal water supply for
all purposes from drinking, bathing kitchen work, and for laundry. The Municipal
Corporation is responsible for the delivery of water in Amritsar. Unlike in other civic
resident quarters, water tap connections in slums, are generally given to a group of
households to be shared in common. Therefore, the set criterion is five households per tap
connection. But in reality, the number of households per tap is much higher. It could not be
known if the situation was due to residents' own choice or due to the authority's failure to
supply taps in adequate numbers. As per the data obtained, Inder Puri locality is not
connected to the Municipal Corpmnun water supply and they use ground water for all
purposes. 66.7 water

33 'URBAN INDIA

hand pump. Whereas, in Indra Colony 75 percent people have municipal taps, 15 percent

for water.

The data shows that 65.8 percent respondents have gas connections. 56.7 percent of the
respondents from Inder Puri and 75 percent of the respondents from Indra Colony have gas

or 1.7 percentof fInder Purihave a
bicycle, 8.3 percent have a scooter or a motorcycl: but the rest 30 percent do not have any
mode of transportation. In Indra Colony 55 percent of the respondents have a bicycle, 28.3
percent have a scooter or a mommycle and just 16.7 percent uflﬁe respondems do not have
any mode of ion. The data ion reflects that
in Indra Colony hngh:r pmpcrmuns of requndzms are engaged in labour and in
Tnder Puri.

From the above figures it
the respondents with regard to housing, nature and size of dwelling, basic amenities,
specially Inder Puriin ingin Indra Colony.

Therefore one can assume that economic prosperity leads to social prosperity and it
determines the position of a person in the society. Thus, the economic aspect is an important
measuring unit to find out the inequality within a slum.

Political Aspects

Slum dwellers are believed to have little interest in politics and little awareness of the
political events (Lewis, 1969). But every slum, whether it is small or big, has an
organization. hs baxls may be cme religion or political party. If a caste is numerically

in the form of biradari and its leader also

acts asthe lc,adcr of the locality.
Political Awareness

Political participation as well as political awareness is associated with levels of income.
Political participation refers to a process by which people voluntarily take part in political
activities and affairs. Political parties treat slurn dwellers as their vote banks and for their
own vested i fslums to persist.

Here, the term ‘political awareness' is applied in the sense of knowledge of the respondents
about the visits of the political leaders to their locality, about the various office holders from
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thelocal to the national d i i di

For political socializatis i i ities form their opini

the bases of biraderi lines which with izati goals of any ity. In
case of Indra colony caste factor plays a declswe role asa mnjonly of the mpnnd.mts are
Mazabi Sikhs. They have links with caste-bs the city

Around 49.2 percent of listen

‘This figure for Indra Colony is above the half way mark as 61.7 percent follow this trend,
whereas for Inder Puri it is a mere 45 percent. It has been observed that there have been
occasional visits by the respective M.L.A and M.C. to the Indra Colony where asin Inder
Puri residents hardly get any chance to meet higher officials so as to complaint about their
problems and concerns.

With the above analysis of the data, it can be stated that the political awareness and the

involvement of the politicians in the Indra Colony is much higher than in Inder Puri. This

may be due to the socio-political unity of the people of [ndra Colony where a majority of the
thy ligious group.

Summary and Conclusion
frapi with ization has further

the growth of urban stums. Urban poverty is a significant phenomenon in the world today.

The existence of slums is essentially a manifestation of poverty and with cconomic growth
grow further. Havi thecityin

hope of a better liveli living in poor, under servi i

of skyrocketing prices of land and lack of affordable quality shelters in cities. This situation

poses a serious challenge for planning and management of urban areas in the light of

liberalization and globalization.

and the lack of political will of th ingelite, the

poor are excluded from the housing market and from receiving public servioss like water
supply, sanitation and health care. The interplay between market oriented reforms,
ization (or i onal i i are likely to play a major role in

the unequal growth.

However, increase in the level of inequality is not a story of the rich getting richer and the
poor getting poorer, rather it s the rich getting richer faster than the poor (Asian important
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Development Bank, 2007). There can be two ways to improve the situation; first, an
important way forward to minimize existing inequalities i o look at the developing
countries where growth has ot been equal for all and has produced unequal results. And
second option is to study the conditions in developed 5 dap

in our situation. After detailed studies and analyses we must take steps to overcome the
pitfalls.

The present study is a microlevel study of a particular area ofa second biggestcity of Punjab.
‘The findings of our study reveal that the shum dwellers are not alike. Slum is not a place or
area where all the residents have same economic and social conditions. In fact there are
various categories of poor within a slum and there is inequality among them in terms of
social, economicand political sense.

Most of the general literature about urban poverty and slums--books, papers and research
Teports—-state that poorer households live in ‘slums' or in 'stums and squatter settlements’.
These types of studi i implifi Notonly do
a large number of poorer households live in slums but the very concept of 'shu'is open to
question.

Data reveals that the Kot Khalsa slum, its localities i.c. Indra: Colony and Inder Puri have lots
of inequalities among their dwellers. On comparing these localities on the basis of caste,
religion, education, income, housing, its condition, plot size, covered area of the house, per
capita floor space of th b basic facilities, it has been
]fo\ll!d that the former is better than the latter. Even on the basis of income the former is
eading.

‘When we compared these localitics on issues such as political connections and awareness,
we found that the respondents of Indra Colony are better aware about the political
iti ively participate in andis with isti tical system.

Henee, the study reveals that shim not only exemplify urban poverty but also inequality-
differential within the system owing t0 its socio-economic and political heterogeneity. The
paper would be particularly useful for research of practitioners focusing upon micro level
studies and interventions in shums,
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