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Marginal Occupations and Modernising Cities

Muslim Butchers in Urban India

ARy AMAD

0n 29 October 2009, the Supreme Court of India passed
1 i h Id
Idgah abatioi in Delhi. The abattoir was shifted toa
mechanised modem plant in the eastern fringes of the

adian cities are making eforts (o bring “order” within
urban spaces.' Neo-liberal demands for aesthetics, safety,

‘and relocation of polluting other things. This, in
effect, secks to get rid of unclean, polluting, unsightly aspects

city. asa
tartingpoin, ths essay adcesses theimpactof
planning and transformation of urban spaces on
traditional and marginal occupations. Locatedin a
muli-sed ethnography ofthe working ves of people

2006; Kumar 2011). Within this praxis, the Supreme: Court of
India has ordered the closure of all polluting and non-

Iast two decades. Located n this larger dynamic, this essay
tries to unravel the complex and entangled reality of Delhis

inthe meat sector,

workinan mm(aie web of social, spatial and

and sensitive occupation, now at the brink of techrological,
structural and spatial transformation. The essay focuses on
the work and occupational lfe of a Muslim community in

Hence, urban India* and analyses the implications of a modernising.
il ity of mdmnml mnxml? and stigmatised occupations.
relocation is not only about losing skilsets and ity on s e
livelihoods Dy ACLSS] (rinrfnnmnens in m mrydly ‘context of a Muslim occupa-
d i Delhi. I
for it

strength and support from familiar landscapes.

in the context of the closure of the nearly 100-year-old Idgah
abacoir in December 2009 and map the transformation. In

n ryto opend
that s ignored in the sociolog of Muslims and the sociology
of occupations.

“The study documens the experiences of Delhis butchers

as they deal with changing dynamics of the occupation, par-

Through the narratives of the butchers 1 attempt t© provide a
decper insight into understanding the work of a community

©
explored. The research is based on a multisited cthnography
nmned in the Idgah abati,in and around he madern

Workshap o 15, New Delhi in Apeil 2o1. The paper was enriched by

; butchers' offices of the
Municipal Corpoacion of Dell (uco) e All

Anna Zimmer,

p Reetika Kber
and Sudha Narayaras.
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Felow and AfBlisted Reseazch Fellow at he Centre de Sciences.
Humaines, New Delhi

Koo il wrsesy U UGEET 10, 1013 VOL SRYHINO 32

P ARTICLE === =

needs to be pointed out that given the paucity of data, the

political and economie scenario and the slence and secrecy
with an issue

Indi
butchers of Delhi, mainly of the Qureshi biradri; it also docu-

awners and the dalic women who sell leftover animal parts
Though the gendered dimensions of the subject cannot be
denied or relegated, the essay does not address the issue. It

By and large, the Qures! endogamons occupa-
tional roup primarily :nglscd in sughicrng thee, g

particularly buffalo mest,

initially, but once accepted, the butchers were Ivnbmmg
and cooperative. However, the private firm that leases the
abattoir was far more inaccessible.

1t needs o be flagged thar there are three interconnected
issues in this context which are part of the larger dynamics
affecting the Life, livelihood and legitimacy of the work of
butchers. The firstset of issues islocated in the polemics around
cow slaughter. The cow emerged as a symbol of Hindu nation-
alism in the colonial period leading to the formation of organi-
sations like the Gaurakshini Sabba. The Constiution of India in
the Directive Principles of State Policies directs the state to
“take steps to prohibit cow slaughter’. This has led most states
in newly independent India to quickly pass laws banning cow
slaughtes. In the last few years, some states have passed more
stringent laws against cow and bovine slaughter, particularly
the states ruled by the Bharatiya Janata Panty (81r) such as
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka. These.
aws and mobilisations against cow slaughter have put signifi-
cant pressure on butchers, particularly buffalo butchers. The
second set of issues may seem to contradict the firs set, but
meat, more specifically buffalo meat, s a vibran and growing
sector in the Indian economy and a major foreign exchange
carner. The growth in the industry has changed the organisa-
tional structure, ownership, technologies and supply chain of
mz meat ndusy. Some buchers hae tured exporers and

everbe fits a very small section among bukl\us and does not
necessarily augur well for small and medium individual and
Towlevel butchers. The third set of isstes relats to the nature
and course of sanitation, animal rights and the environmental
diseourse. Located in a partieular social and class dimension,
there is significant mobilisation against butchering within the
pollution and animal rights framework. I have not discussed
these e at ength here nd focus pimarily o the rloc-

ion of the.
first explain the eﬂhncgnyny of work and locate the margin-
ality of butchers. The subsequent section documents the con-
tours and complexities of relocating the Idgah abattoir. The
third addresses contested terrains between policies and peo-
ple through the voices from the margins.

ThePeople and Ethnography of Work

Community, Place and Marginality
This essay focuses on butchers® who slaughter and dixpense

referred to i
ity prefers o call self “Qureshi, The later s an aseribed
title, possibly adopted by the biradri around the time of the
caste census of 1911, when a number of castes were socially
upgrading themselves. Though there areinteral social, occu-
the \umdr

lmkagﬁs wnhm the neighboarhood, the

the country. The main avenues of mnmmnmx this link are:
endogamous marriages, a common occupation, loosely struc-
tured biradri panchayats (for personal and social issues like
marriage, divorce and internal disputes), habitation in a com-

" 1 biradri or ik

AL, These networks give the community a support structure.
of socialisation and social control (for exampl, in some cases,

denit 1aid and
credit for persanal reasons (marriage, birth, death, illness)
and occupational reasons (expansion, renovation or initial
costs of starting up) and politicel mobilisation in crisis.
Diametrcally opposed yet dnsely interlinked to these small

othsptlly and socialy. Thougll this s o the exact focus

o
o of butches and e cocnpalwn, and the socallocation
of butchers in Indian society.

There has been a tendency o sensationalise and demonise
buichers and their workplace. Popular culture represcnts
butchers amidst filth and squalor and as ruthless, To quote a
few instances, according to the philosopher Georges Bataille
(1929), “the slaughter house is cussed ~ cursed and quaran-

like a boat with cholera aboard” (Young Lee 2005: 7). In
Victorian England, the slaughter men were considered “the
most demoralised (sic) class of all” (Samanta 2006: 2001).
More recently and closer home, Sam Miller, describing 2
slaughser space in Delhi, writes: It was  scene of cruclty and
comradeship, a giant courtyard of death and laughter” (Miller
20101 120). The recent Hindi film Gangs of Wasseypur (012) is
another instance where butchers are shown as rough and
ruthless, lashing knives at the slightest provocation.™ In the
Indian context, butchers are one of the lowest in the varna
system. Slaughtering and dispensing has always been the
preserve of traditionally backward caste Hindus and Muslims.

the most polluting occupations in the divisions of caste and
labour. Butchering as an occupation and butchers per se have
al;o always been at the p&nphery of the city and society. In

buffalo goat meat, ly

as mutton. Slaughtering in India is traditionally done manu-
ally by halal” or jhatka® method. Halal is also referred to
as aibah and zabiha. Jhatka butchers belong o the Khatik
caste and are dalit Hlndus' Muslim butchers are from the
Qussab or Qureshi ich is among the Pas-
‘manda (backward) Mushmblﬂdm inindia.

2

fac 1 the butchers

Vaiousy kv 38 Kbtk bast, Gl Khatikan, Kasai tola,

Kasai basti o Qasabpura, for instance. These neighbour.

hoods were located at the margins of the ciry while it was

being planned. Anthropologists and urban historians of
elhi

and neighbourhood.
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Though there is a body of work on the walled city Old Delhi
o Shakjahanabad - the city named after and built by Shahja-
han (15021666), the Mughal Emperor with “a passion for
bullding® - 4

‘They procure the animal from the livestock market and dele-
gate the slaughtering and other manual work o employees.
‘utch  small or medit d

ind bazaars. However, the few that do talk about the lives of
he city's common pelmlt highlight the importance of the
lla (local occupational and social unit. Enlers

and Krafft (2003: 19) txphm the location

shops which
in,

in this sector, both inside and outside the abattoir, They in-
clude both skilled (butchers in the abattoir, skilled workers in

on occupations in the context of the city planning of Shahja-
‘hanabad.** Goodfriend, basing his study in the walled city of
Delhi, explains how oral histories indicate that people of cer-

shops) and , clean-

er, helpes, animal handies). Agai, there re two distinct
subdivisions among skilled butchers based on labour: the
kameldr, who slaughters the bovines, and the sallakh, who

Social satus was reflected indistance from the Emperor's palace, This
. : h

heep. They work primarily in the abar-
10ir% The sallakh and kameldar are paid per animal. The

Dhobiyan (washermen) Prstak Teliyan (ol pessers), Moballa Chsi-

0 the edges of the ity (Goodiriend 1983: 120),

An eminent historian of Delhi Narayani Gupta, elucidates
that the poorer sections of the eity were located at the city’s
periphery, viz, Mori Gate, Farashkhana, Ajmeri Gate, Turkman
Gate, and Delhi In fact, the

weekly or monthly. There is also the ubiquitous adhathi
(broker, intermediary middleman, or commission agent as
they prefer being called), who are an importans link in the

reputation because it s said they make a substantial proficin
(mmn:num, sometimes through the hatha system (where

tion of Qasabpura in Shama Mitra Chenoy's (1998) historical
sudy o the walled city and a mention of a Qasab Masjid near

they do noc
they have an important role to play in linking the livestock
mnrkel and farmers, and in Plﬂlyms ‘buichers work on credit

inEhlers
et al (1992). Needless o add, the butchers' residencies and
orkiace then Turknan G n the iy were . e

(Imswck traden).

margins o Red Fort. However, with
explndl!\s ity limits, these neighbourhoods and workplaces
are unwanted and resented in the midele of the city and this
has paved the way for urban policies of relocation.

ThePeopleatWork
The number of people involved in the sector is difficult 1o
estimate due to metbodological reasons. It is not possile to
gt dta from the e becaue ok al e ppl ivolvedare

d butchers and r_hg ‘number of

The Ildgah abatcoir was constructed by the colonial govern-
ment in the early part of the last century, operational from
1914. According to biradri elders, there was a slaughtering
space in Shahji ka Talab behind Turkman Gate' before the
Idgah abattoir was constructed. The abattoir® i located in
Motia Khan close to Sadar thana (police station). It covers an

cres, which includes the livestock market, the
abattoir and the offices of the ycp (ain 1994), the municipal

Cemmuswn seport (Jain 1994: 13}, the livelibood of 40,000-

“The gov-
ernment owns the space and also provides water, electricity
and maintenanee of the space (cha s, the salaries of the

. According For this, the e
e e press release of 25 October 2000: butcher pays a nominal fee per animal to ux Mo, The butch-
bost 600,000 wlmh they

wihout business. The butchers, Inestock  are oblu.ed 10 show ifdemanded by the feotr the abat-

o theic family trade.

Clearly, these are two extremes. However, it needs to be
pointed out that there has been a rise in meat consumption
becween :993wzmymmzmmmmmmn

2ok tackay sl the slaughtering area. The later s sgain
divided into three sections: halal, jhatka and buffalo. Due to

each other while the jhatca section has different entry and exit

in the labour
Besid

the ALQ

Tuesdays since this is an auspicious day for Hindus and is

‘The people involved in the meat industry or occupation
broadly comprise the following: merchants, self-cmployed
bucchers and workers. Merchants include large shop owners,
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people.
mal day starts before the crack of dawn because the trucks
(carrying livestock from Rajasthan, Haryana and Uttar

ply by nigt
the shops by 8 am. The day starts with the livestock owners

123

and commission agents coming and secting up shop. The
shopkeepers, suppliers and slaughterers walk in soon after.
The s ransacton takes place inhe vstock mrket s

kamela (abattair), mohalla (locality) dukaan (shop), and m=
primary meat and by-product processing units which

an open area with ide, set up by the com-

i
variety of sights, sounds, odours, and action. At irs, the place

may seem completely chaotic. There is a jostle of livestock,
livestock owners, animal handlers, truck drivers and their

Peopl
the abattoir, namely, Qasabpura (Qureshnagar), Rakabgani,
Chhatea Lal Mian, Turkman Gate, Delite cinema (locality be-
hind Delite theatre), Bara Hindu Rao, and Kali Masjid. Thee
are the oldest continuing butchers’ tesidencies in the city:

‘helpers, commission agents and . shop owners.
and suppliers and their assistants, the cart pullers and e
vendors,all making way in the same space. Amidst all of
there is also harmless fun and banter or heated arguments.
Commission agents normally it out on plastic chairs or
charomsalking ik hefmock s hopaspes nd

and occupational relations. There is long-term reciprocity
based on erust and murual relations which often cut across
ferent actors. For,
business with i
o pm(\lr! livestock from when he started his shop. At times,

suppliers, or just sipping tea. T
seen reading Urdu and sometimes Hindi newspapers. A o ruck
driver, livestock owner or animal handler who has just

ived from a long journey may be seen washing his hands
andface ina corner orfeeding and giving water to the animals
in lairage (waiting).

Depending on the day of the week, the shop owners or res-
taurant suppliers place the required demand 1 the commis-
sion agent. Communication often happens in a particular
vernacular, which is a mix of Urdu and Arabic. The commis-
sion agent then negoriates with the livestock owner, while
the helper or animal handler exhibits the animals. The meat
yield is estimated through visual examination based on size,
breed, age, musculature and fat distribution, Once the nego.
ion is over, the buyer of the Ivestock takes charge of the
animal and proceeds to the ante-mortem section to pay the

e official

the earlies shopkeepers would have also inter-
acted wih the same agents or possibly even his father. Simi-
lariy

on 1o the same person that the shopkeeper has been working
with since he started his shop or again possibly even a genera-
tion before that. This does not mean that relations are always
static, ideal and egalitarian among the different levels and
actors. Somesimes, there is mutual discord or there is a differ-
ent style of working between father and son, where the son

ent people at different stages. This is evident during work as
well as in personal interactions. Transactions are often infor-

Arabic origin) ™ particularly between the commission agent,
metchant and slaughrere. Since che leve of Iferacy is o,

parchi katana, or getting receipts) and snhm]nemly o the
slaughtering section.
Inside the abattoir, the shop owner or supplier appm&ches

notebooks or s:nbhled on scral sl of paper. There ae o
iy

3o the sharc s Sk mathes Mo e shapheews

his regular passes on the him  maintain prope: the mco.
for slaughtering and de-skinning. The process is carried ot T i
manually,with a helper in case of case the ancil
of i jobi 1

“The knife for  within localiies; most people are known to each other either

slaughtering is called salfa (hence the term sallaakh) and cut-
ting th jugular vein s called sibah karna or hlal karna, but

directly or through word of mouth.

I parlance > The slaugh-
terer separates the butchered animal into three distinct com-
modites: careass, waste and animal hide, each following dis-
tinet wajectories and destinaions. The carcass, which is the
main commodity, is sent (© the meat shop, restavrant or
processing unit. The hide goes to the chamda mandi (skin and
hide wholesale market). The waste, that s, head, hooves. and
entrails are generally sold to dalit women who later sel them
in economically deprived neighbourhoods. Work in the live-
stock market and slaughter house normally ends by noon. The
weo the piace and

The Story of Slaughter House Reforms.
The

from individual ownership to state ownership o commercial
o private ownership. Slaughter houses were initially either

privately Isout-

side the shop in full public view. The concept o

abartoir was inkroduced in the 1oth century wm ay regula—
“The abattoir, like

and utterly unseen be-

prepare it for the next moring. Most people go back home,
take a siesta and then run errands, ke getting knives sharp-
ened or collecting dues or just socialising. However, work in

fore the 19th century” (Orter 200). In fact, the word abattoir
can be traced back 1809 and awes s orgin 1o Napalear's
aris. The

124

wered history of transformations which made it mandatory to

2/6
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. Thisled to (ew 70 2267 0f 1990) by way of public

the construction of five public abatteirs outside Paris in 1618 interest ltigation in the High Court of Delhi for issuing man-
followed by Versaillesin 1830, Marseille in 1848 and Lyon in  damus to the Mcb to make the functioning of the slaughter
1858 (Mullr 2008: 47 Saugbterhousereforms gracully b hovse more hygieni. I the meanine, anothes wrispecion
i (€wn0 158 0f 1991) was filed by some private citizens, educa-

lin (Brantz 2005), London, Mexico city (Pikher 2005). The  tional instirutions and socio-religious organisations including
period saw a profound restructuring in the way butchering Sl Sunatan Dharna Sabva (art Mandi siuacd i the
e the e e n general operated in cites. Objec-  Nabi Karim area close to the abattoir asking for “closure and
s, reulaions and legisaton emanaed from three . removar o the slaugiter house because it was a *health
i hazard” and mufance The ot directed h elocaon and

and These de. he Idgah abattoir. According to the court
vlopmens were also onnected toodher lrge scale devlop.  order,th lgah sharti had outlived i utilicy and lacked in

nd

ments, like growing cities and urbanisation, populaion P atment of
h e hi

g h ologies,  effluents. The high court in its judgment on all petitions
exgansion of scientifc knowledge and the of  directed th Jose the slau e house with effect from
political agencies and public hygiene regimes (Brantz 2005)

Oldenburg ___ _cwmomoo

(1984), writing in the context of Lucknow, locates colonial pol-  '**
iciesof urban reconstruction along three axes - safery,samitn. 3 —— e T
tion and Ioyalty. Pushing of nuisance trades (o the periphery e ond g s, o

i i T e nisine
mers, dyers, lime kilns, hide trade, and the slaughter house 1922 ot
were high on the list of nusance trades in the cty, Such poli- e e e Do s

s lly marginal groups mmy b 992 o ot pagmen
reflecting the class divide of the colonial policymakers S hiethose wee 131 Decermber 1993
an 2006: 4906). Samanta’s (2006) study on the Ceura
slauglter house, places the reforms in the canteat of an

arch 1994

need for sanitation and hygiene in a burgeoning metropolis  yces

and a growing leather industry. The Idgah abattoir in Delhi, s 1994
indicates th

e
Formation 1D i Cormmasionta gie deectonsand

it 00 was a product of the colonial discourse. s

010 Ghazpur
ww:m ers i shut gl abotior_

Rbattor shts downs bschersashesto workfrom
hanu

Idgah Abattoir and the Contours of Relocation

beenal i

3 11593, Th , “the exi
judiciary, and workers in the meat industry, particularly Fe - g obe
butchers. Though relocating the abatoir was proposed and  haardous tothe health of the peopl rescing I the iciney
discussed in the colonial adminisraton® in the Joa0s. the . and the condiions prevling thee were sppaling
judgment of 18 March 1992, the court ordered the closure of
Delh, 2001 mmmnwm,mmlnmmlnpmm the slaughter house, but i it functioned it ordered a subs
Authority n i tial reduction in the number of animals slaughtered. As a
Uike pottery. tanning and slaughtering) should be locared out-  response to the court’s arder, the butchers went on strike for
sidethe periphery of the ciy. Th s gained morentum n  three monchs. Between 1994 and 2003, the relocarion plan
the 19905 through the combined and d
concerns of rban planning of health and hysum:, uwmhsu— varity of reasons,inluding resiscance from the butchers and
tions against cow slaughter, the rightwing anti-Moslim  protests from local residents where it was proposed to be
agends, and a proactivejodiciary. There weresirong protests _shifie. However, o 14 July 2004, the Supreme Court of Inia
from local residents in areas near the proposed sites and m passed an order dirceting the MCb to construct a modern abat-

ppe
2004, Ghazipur was Analsed. us the sie for the mecha msed functioning in December 2009 amidst protest and a strike by
abattoir but again there were objmns and litigations from  the butchers. It is now under the mcp, The structure that was

butchers as well as residents of Ghazipu once the abatuoir is razed. The space is broady divided
Inthe butchers’ memory and narrative two sect e o

101990 when a member of the community, Md igbal Quershi, a ite for an wep plan.

e polcalwar R AVGUST 10, 3013 VOL XLV NO 11 125
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l\esmhmﬁvmipurmnpsanlmlm effect means transformation at three levels: technological
The Ghazipur mechanised abattoir was constructed h«lween o...m, structural reformms and spatial relocation of the abat-
2004 and 2008. A private firm was gi ¢ narmatives

rucion, and the in uen hawded o oer 10 ehe . The wnhmﬂndlo these changes.

Jhatka section was offically made operational in December

2008 folowed by the halal and buffalo sections. However, the Thelmpacton Livelihoods and Beyond

e could not run the when it was oper.  Thi of the butchers and lo-

acing in full capacity due to logistical issues. The operating  cates them in the larger debates on occupations and urban

costs, particularly =Iimn:|ly wsed in running the plant, were  planning.

= nun (sm completelyairconditioned unio. I also

wenance for the hi-tech plant, a fur.  Assigning Honour toa Stigmatised Occupation

ther =xpendum wlnch the Mco did not budget for, Conse-  The relocation from the traditional system in Idgah o the new

quenty, it was leased (0 a private irm for 2 period of 10 years.  system in Ghazipur signals a huge shift for the labour force.

The firm manages the batol and heodacorsscees rwina Toere b 3 i o independent work to daily wage work.

fee system. The firm also uses the plant for its meat export  The buichers narmatives reflectthis loss of independent agency

business in the mew Fordiststyie of working, As Md Aquil Qureshi, pres-
“There are two separate units in the new set-up: the abattoir  ident of the Delhi Meat Merchants' Association, 2 put it e ck

and the livestock market, which is locared approximately a  azad keam thha lekin ab ye bandish mien hiai (“This was an in-

kilometre away from the abattoir. A large iron gate with a  dependent occupation, but now i s in chains™). For the butch-

guard and three smaller gates lead to the abatoir, There are  ers, working independently was one of the mechanisms with

four gates in the main abattoir: Gate A for the workers, Gate 5 which to assign honour and prestige to their work. Hence the

s closed (possibly an emergency exit), Gate ¢ for dispatch of  loss is deeply felt by most. Though some butchers feel their

meat, officials. work to be arduous and messy, they also feel it is important.

closed unic with armed guards at every entry and exit paint. However, they take great pride in, and associate immense

Outsiders are not allowed unless they come with prior permis-  prestige with, their occupation. As Mushead, a slughterer in

sl of thecompany aare shownatound by te iaffofte  dgah.pti: Ye ot cam Kam nahin . Tagat aur mushaggat

company. ki saroorat hai (T} work one necds strength
nated exit for halal and fhatka sections. and kill). Butchers assign skill and masculinity to the occu-

The shop owners and suppliers or thei buy  pation P passed on and close
the animals from the livestock market and take them to the A

abattoir. There they deposi the animals and pay the fee and  cording to Hughes (1962), society delegates dircy work t peo-
are given a token and wait for delivery at the dispatch gate.  ple who act as agents on its behalf and then proceeds (o stig-
matise them. However, the people involved in such occupa-
raste. The abattoir has modern amenities like stunners, tions have “arrangements and devices by which men make
cucters, conveyor belss, cleaners, rendering unit, and water  their work tolerable and even glorious to themscves and to
treatment plant. The machinery is imported from Australia,  others™ (Hughes 197:: 342). An empirical study by Hannah
Se Zasane Soiuamy, Ve Prioes, Wilos foli e Mok (970) o Tus bk sk s Lt
of product explicates how people in marginal occupations delegate hon-

in the six-step procedure. Tt e stunning, slitig the  our to theis work, This i also refleced in Searle Chateiecs
juguler vein, flaying, evisceration, splicing, washing, and  research on the sweepers of Varanasi: “they (the sweepers)
i i i consider their work to be dircy rather than polluting and that

Most Here

each worker " (1979: 284).

workday The carcass is transported o the destination by

vehicles either owned or hired by the shop owners o suppli- ~ LabourandLivelihood Concerns

ers. The abattoir works three shifts per day catering tothe do-  For the people working in the Idgah, there are three major

mestic market and th a shife P patterns: () exi ion;

the firm that leases the abattoi. It employs 450 people per (i) shift to Ghazipur; and (i) transfer of labour from Delhi.

shift, mostly technicians, and about 125 butchers. The butch.
; dboots. (i) Exit from the occupation: When a secor is modernised

‘The inseractions are professional and impersonal. Even now,, i labol

mn buchers are paid iy wages angig romRa 50, 40010, bencethe st abfaus andtangiie it cearyan
. The firm has employed a supervisor (a Qureshi from  livelihood, The i bttt el o perie
Ao n Utar Pradety who recrut btchers nd super
heir work, but the  wake of new Imhnnloyy nd, two,  mechanised unit eeds
firm. T ” a2ip
26 AVOUNT 10, 2013 Yo iviin0 33 D Heomemc Pl i
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a i : i

kaam milta thha ab yun hi phir raha hoon (‘Earlier Tused 1o C

get work, now I am just loitering around”). However, the gov-  small and connected seogmical 1d socl e, o
i Idgah, each merchant or shopkeeper had a regular set of

have to opt ou ta

older than 50, ynn ofage and hesicat aboutleaning m. new
sicill. Main 52 saal ka hoon, kya is umr mien phir se pa

oo 14 2 years i, sbold 1 5ot school o s 527
(Rafiq, slaughterer, December 2009 These peope are now
‘mainly unemployed. Sometimes they work for festivals where
animals are sacrificed, like Bakr Id and the Agiqa or naming
ceremony of new-born Muslim children. They normally go
from Qasabpura to other Muslim neighbourhoods on Bakr Id

sions, these opportunities are few and far between and defi-
nitely not a regular source of income. Studies on the Indian.
labour market (Harriss-White 2003) show ts segmented na-
ture and how it is at best difficult and at worst impossile to

thia ki hamare kaam hai kal sisbah, lekin ab koi guarantee nahi
hai ("We knew that we would have swork tomorrow, but now
there is no such guarantee”). Personal ties and relations are
important i recruiting labour (Hanson and Pratt 1992). Shaw
Pandit (2001),for instance, indicate that local labour mar-
Kets often work on small geographic scales and are based on
“place-based” interactions of employers and workers. Coming
from differenc geographical regions and sectors, there is a
range of liserature which emphasises the relevance of local
and social ties. Nadvi (1999) demonstrates that social net-
based on kinship, family and localness, influence pro-

duct
of Sallat i Pakisan, Subsanatng ber wok whh sirong

contacts. The
Sachar Committee report also indicated that India's Muslims
face discrimination in the job markes. Being Muslim, particu-
larly “kasai", further complicates and reduces their employ-

field-bax ‘Tammil Nadu, Harris White
(o0 -m has flagged the importance of “caste-clustering” in
contemporary occupations. According 1o Ben-Porath (1980: 1),
“Some transactions can take place only berween murually or

(i) Transfer of labour to Ghazipur: Members of the Qureshi
iradri say that just 25-30 boys from the biradr have been

The imporcanceoftrust embedd tn socal newoks and
strategy
e ook e b Kenya (Mahmoud 2008). Sl\ul\n in-

Previously,the slaughterers were peid per 2nimal. Now
are paid daily wages, which, as they

ar basis. According to Jameel Qureshi, one of the butchers
who shifted to Ghazipur immediately after the relacation in
December 2009:

In Ghasipur, 1 eam Rs 300 2 day. But spend Rs 100-150 por day for

tional networks as being
associated with cercain castes and communities. Though most
of this literature focuses on business communities and net-
works, it nevercheless highlights the critical link becween so-
cial and occupational ties. According to Harish Damodaran,

food a P
part from the daily wage: no medical failfy, no holiday, no trans
e,

buyersand i ion’” (2008:1).

Sy oo sy o g 41 s e L
o0 i o g and 1o i1 et of e 4
T noxbin, b st o

i) Transfer of labour from Delhi: The buchers present an
interesting contradiction t0 the general trend of migration t0
Delhi. A group of buichers from Qasabpura Delhi now travels

links as the three critical factors in the “webs of trade’,
" : . 5

oceuparion s not simply an economic pursuit, There is a spe-
cificlink berween caste and occupation specifically 5o among
the “service castes” (1996: 103).In their study o the zardori
workers of Delh, they llstate that birade” s a “ocalised

n other-
sroup”. For 2 sensitive occupaion like

A5 met with ipus abatios since | would

huldmﬂng, his social and personal network s of crucial sz
nificance. outthat since butcers

b 1
Hapur everyday I 5 very s bt the wages e bester L 3 s 500  day

worked withn the local networks, persona relrons and the

‘The butchers mention that sellers and makers of special-
ised kaives are also affected. The leftovers and hides sre also

Thisis
notso in their engagement with a private firm.

often retained by the company n o the
leather factories. So a range of suppliers and the first stage
and second stage processing units in the by-product indus-
tries also stand to lose in the changed dynamics of the
meat industry.

Eemsonse olesalwemmsy QD AUGLET 10,2003 VOL T Ko 33

Since the abattoir is now leased to a private firm, the butchers
e it et oot 0 weekpiace Ty tow ek

woirTh

a private firm. When a butcher passed away afcer a massive
heart attack in the livestock market, they said that it was due
10 the stress of the business, There is a gradual withdrawal of
the state by leasing out the abattoir to a private firm. This has

depend The

summer months, beeween April and October. Butchers often
suffer losses due 10 the i spent in ransporting the product
from Ghazipur as well s the time spes waiting at the Ghaz.
ipur abattoir for the meat to be delivered.

There is now o much more seringent restriction on the

aye ya Allana ka bhat aye ya koi bhi
o apna i ey ekenge, hamie sakar K maded chae
takay hamien ki ke agay mejboor na hona pade (*Whether i
is Allana [referring

or one I pe g Mmoo e s e

by he firm because lhcy ol e o wind up the. smn athe

the abautoir] or Allana's brother, or whoeser it maybe‘ api-
o ooy will ek e st W ek the mppr
of

body”)

1o the reduction in meat supply 10 the shopheepers, Pt
articulates, “Delhi just had one railway station, now there are
six. So you deal with the needs of a growing city. How come

)
Most butchers srzppk il familarity of space,

“This cannot be quantified and explained in absolute terms.
However, the occupation and the Idgah abattoir as a site are
closely intertwined with the basic socio-economic fabric of the
biradri. Referring to the chaos in Idgah, Niyaz wistfully
pointed ou Us biheed mein ham sab ki ck jagah thi (“All o us
had our place in that crowd”). According to Wacquant (2007:
241), marginalised urban populations identify with and feel
“at home and in relative security” in socially filtered locales,

" (presi-
dent Jhatka Association, Karol Bagh, Delhi, January 2o1).

Corruption and bribing: The relocation and lack of access has
also compelled some to resor to ilegal slaughtering in cheir
living spaces. Apart rom the health concern, the bigger issue

partof.In
case of a raid, either the shop is sealed or 2 large amount of
money is paid as bribe to health departmen officials and the
Delhi police. As Shahid says, “For us the choice is simple, ei-
ther bribe o starve” It needs tobe flagged that only the well-

as humanised and
iar spaces and the loss of such landscapes
dissolution of place” for people at the margins.

ly famil.
in effect a “the

Policies and People: Contested Terrains
“The butchers say they were nat actively consulted during the
o p

ble to pay up and

Sensitvity in transporting meat, especially buffalo meat: Pre-
jousl its were

Tocated in the bylanes of the abattoirs in Idgah, this was not a
concern. However, transporting meat and waste from east

planning

Delhi, , can be a sensitive issue, particularly

» . There are

yet
erucial impact for the buechers. This section briefly points out
some of these practical and everyday concerns.

Technical issues of mechanisation: According o the bmchcm
the machines used in the mechanised abattoir are not s
forIndian conditions, since Indian crle are o smallr e

out, the nominal fees that the merchants paid for using the
scp space has increased from Rs 5 to Rs 50 for sheep and goat
and from Rs 50 t0 Rs 250 for buffalo.

mxz- in |mn5wmwn costs: Since the abattoir in ummpm is

kilomerres avway from Idgah, the butcher

luly at lh(‘ labour level, have to spend about Rs so lo Rv 100

per day in commuting, which is a substancial drain on their

‘wages. For meat shop owners this means that they have to

rt meat, adding to the already

increased fee. The distance from the abattoir to the meat shop
also means they ha

e smaller breed of animals,
since lhn-y were designed in Europe and meant for the larger
animals. Indizn bovines are leaner and therefore are some-
times unable o survive the stunning process which results in
losses. Also, there i a religious and practical issue associated
with the stunning of animals before siaughter, Both Muslim

e i botcersfs that Kuanin afect e oy of

ey Deep fressog ed sccondiloned shops are mmmgly
becoming necessary to preserve meat. This in effect means
better and more expensive infrastructure and higher electri-
ity costs, Such transformations reflect a deeper process of

they have the parchi or required papers from a ncmM abat

In the larger picture, the structure of the meat industry is

oir. According to Afaque, an in cen-
il Do, longer e diance e hger e b

Since meatis a
commodity, time is of crucial significance for the butchers.
Fresh meat needs to be sold at the earliest, particularly in the

128

trial plant needs substantial capital. This has resulted in the
emergence of a few relatively large firms owning the entire
chain of production, from the livestock to meat and beyond.
These wansformations have changed the structure of the in-
dustry in such a way that lower or mid-level butchers find it
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difficult to become part of the new system. Shop owners also
find it difficul to compete with firms which work on the econ-
omies of scale and also have the ability to absorb shortterm
losses. However, the transformation is most tangibly felt by

ARTICLE

which are somewhere being submerged in the deluge called
the “urban turn”. Buschering has been a marginal and stigmma-

of planning the city just pushes the abatroir and its workers

the largest section of people in this occupation.

Condlusions

Primarily through the narratives of the butchers, | elucidae

how the changing dynamics have affected the butchers' lives
engagement with their longterm occupation * Though

there are class differences among the butchers as well s a dif

this marginality s being sharpened in the context of the cur-

of urban marginalisation.

“The change has tangibly reduced and altered butchers live-

lihood chances. The assurance that came with occupational

membership and a skill set no longer guarantees livel

opportunities. Often, butchers do not have the economic
education d

ent levels in the occupation batdle occupational and practical
issues resulting from the change. They have all been affected
in varying strengths and degrees. The butchers and particu-
larly the Qureshi biradri resisted relocation from the very out-
sec. They were vociferous about the fact that the abattoir be

other sectors. Butchering as an occupation has clear linkages
with the social and spatiallfe of the people. Because they are
often spatially and socially peripheral, marginal sections are
at best embedded or at worst confined i these contexts. Such
networks are important in seeking employment and more im-

moral and i e i
was 1o renovate but not relocate. Their prived of, Flanning,

distance from their residence, mdnndnwy of their rdidonal mnmmy of the sector has not necessarily resulted in uywnd
il iew skil, and butchers and slaughterers. The slaughterers
5y fvoring s . Tiowg ke ki s sl W Salies cargogutest ok ey i soved o B

relevant, leasing the abattoir to a private firm has presented
them with a far more complex situation to s deat i - Stare

has
created new conditions of control access and ownership.
The privatisation of 2 public space is creating new urban
cultural economies

Burchering i i

colonial urban policies, social aversion, religious sensiivities
and a fast changing modernising ciry. While urban India is
growing and reeonfiguring in various ways, these spaces are
not including within it marginal ecupations ke butchering

pendent to daily wage work. 1 do not argue that people should
be confined o the same traditional occupation over genera-
tions. But this eniry a be a matter of choice
rabertha beng pushd au bocaure they cansot conps
the changed dynamics. Last but not

disconnect besween how butchers view their lives and their
work and the state's notions of hygiene and modernisation

worth considering with regard to proposed abattoir reloca-
tions and mechanisations in other cites, and also the mod:
ermisation of raditional occupations.
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