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Me. Rajesh Tope., Hon"ble Mi
Usban Development, Government of Maharushira. in

his insugural address said that ‘1 am indeed very

happy 1o be hece in your midst in this two-day

Mayors’, Conference o Urban Paverty Alleviation,
rganized by RCUES at All India Instiute of Local
ent, under the GOI UNDP Project
ey for Uthan Poor’. As we all are

Self-Governn

“National St

aware the Government of India has launched Mayars
Forum for Fight Against Urban Posery. This Forum
aims at ciltating beter understanding of various

facets of urban poverty, sharing of knowle

experdénce, best practices and cxpertise among
Mayors, Municipal Chairpersans and officials and

champion advocacy for. pro-poor governance. The
Forum will1lso addsess the issues of implementation
of Jawsharlal Nehrw National Urhan Rencwal Mission
projests in citis,

The 120h Schedule crested a5 part of the 74
Constitational Amedment Act, 1992 idenified 18 civic
functions s belonging 10 the legitimate domain of
municipal bodies. These include urban poverty

alleviation, shun upgradation, promori
‘public health und othe

poor. City Mayors have s very cruelal role 0 play in

the alleviation of urban poverty. Being heads of
municipal bodies, they represent the aspirations and
hopes of people, expecially the poor

Mayors' role assumes great sienificance in view
of the current urbanization, urban poserty and grow

comple: was, While Indian cities
contribute over 355 to the Country s GDP, they also

face the brunt of various sues related 10 pollution.
poverty, slums and s

er setlements. There is

reasing suess on the already over-hur

dened
infrastmcure and basic urbm services

“The fssucs af urban poversy cammot be looked in
ssolatian; they have an link with strong and diveese
cconommic growth,

b b

e services deivery, social
inclusion, good and responsive local governunce and
straey for urhan environmental ma
would provide improved quity of i foral citizens

Realizing the importance of inclusiveness in

poverty alleviation, Gover

ument of Endia has odopted
“tnclusive growth as the key development design in
the 11th Five Year Plan. In the urban coniext, this
calls for “inclusive eities”, with focus on slam
wrading. poverty alleviation. The ct
10 basic civie services and ecanomic opportuities

neerms of access

the valnerable, sutn-dwellers. street vendors &
hawkers, informal sector, construction worker
weaker sections, minorities, women, childen, and the

desttute have to be addressed in a holistic manner.

foday. exery fourth person in urban India s
stum dweller, and every thind person added to urhan
India finds accommodation only in 4 s, A planned
approach towards developing inclusive and slunn-free
cites is therefore, necessary 1o meet the challenges
poscd by urbanization. Jawaharlal Nehr National
Uthan Renewal Mission (INNURM), the single largest
by the Gove

imitiative underta

eat of Todia in

areas of urban renewal with 4 central government

of reforms for inclusive cites ind urban renewal in
an integrated and focused way. To schieve this Goal,
7 - Point Charter of Basic Services t Ushian poor and
slum dwelless has been presceibed. which includes
provision of security of tenure, affordable housing,

water supply. sunitition and conergence delivery of
softservices like health. education and soctal securiy.

Government of Maharashira has also taken
several initiatives fowards the alleviation of urban
policy
hich includes policy for shelter for uban poor.

poverty, Government has prepared housin

Govemment has been implementing various Central
Government's schen

Rojgar Yojana, 15th Point programn
Nojana, Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana. Considering
the urgent need to rehabilitate slums in Mumbai, the
Government of Maharashira hay cstablished. Slum
Relubiltation Ahority (SRA) fo specdyiplementation
of sham
arious Gesvernment Resolutions from tim (0 time for
effective. implementation of the poverty

schemes, other efforts include encouragement for the

schemes like SMILE, integeating waste pickers in

Solid Waste Management and Sewa Kendra. for

ncome gencration sctivities st city level,

The municipal and state governments b

cto
implcment the projects and reforms in order 0 achicve
urban renewal. Mayors hase (o initiate. plani

designing. implementation, monitoring and social audit

of projects for quality assurance in consultation with

ity councilors, NGO, eitizens’ organisations
u

al urban poverty scenario.

Woren and children are the most affected

marginalized in the ove

Hence, 1o mainstrea the issues af women in urban
Tocal govemance, gender budget shauld be adopted in
all the progranmes and plans of the musicipad boies,
The Gender Budges Initiative is
wohelp
into the budget as u ey plnk of

policy framewark
ader penpestive
iblic expenditure

avernments 1 inlegeate o

emanagement. 1t will facilitsie media coverage and
public debate, which wil di
economic empowerment through allocation of

promote women's

budgetary funds for women's development
progranimes. This will be a specially focused

component for ercation an enabling evironment for
women to become cconamically, poftially and socially
empowered,

The Urban L
the people, espet

tively involve
men in determining the

l Bodies shauld
ally w

number, focation. and types of urban facilities and
Services, and incorporate their various preferences
o policies and programmes. They should consider
Uheie practical problems in getting access 10 basic

ough provision of

Uights;and public
health fu ing msternal and child care
services, iy locating those at places

sily aecessible

to women
1t is alio necessary 1o look ol employment

neration and liveliood ssues in the cities. As most

of the urh:

poor are imvolved in informal sector

s, the urban poor and stum dwellens need
Place tofive, work and sell their products and services,
Muicipal bodies mus inyolve various NGOS, ctzens
roups and rsining insitations toimprove and upgrade
heir whills for sppropriats cmployment opporiunitics
Special care needs to b &

en for providing kiosks
clean toilets. proper space. proper i ghing and securty
especially 1o women in municipal markets. Micro
conerprises.are the need of the hour 10 help womer
overcome paverty: special micro finance projects for

women through formal credit mechunisms have 1o be

promored.  Better marketing faciliies and micro
bnsurance will take the enterprises w step further
Lowards sustainability. In Maharashiza, we have

Several initativcs, one of whichis SVIILE, an exsmmple

G womens” empowerment and intiative of providin

income generating ventute.

He sail that city Mayors can achieve citywide

nctions and promote partnerships between municipal

Vernments, o

rganizations of the urban poar and civil

society organisations theough diffesent ntersent

1 request all the Mayors and municipal elected

members o strive 10 promote expericnce sharing and

replica ovative practices for poserty

eeduction. Th

functions are.discharged most
eifectively when the paor are actively involved in
planning and govermance proceses as ‘purtnens and
the city Mayors “focus” their cawse, A partnership
cun be eatablished with the pris

overnmental organizations. CBOS. national and
intermational organizations,

appeal tthe samen Mayors and wonen elected
members to take full advaniage of this Foruni o
enrich their knowledge and cross learning from
grassyoots, and take benefit of capacity. building

1 would ke 10 thank the Minisiry of Housing and
Urban Poverty Allewiation Govt. of India, Regional
Centre for Urhan & Environmental Studics. All India
Institute of Local Self Governmeet, the Government
of Maharashira, UNDP and Aurangabad Municipal
Corporation fo extending all cooperation and support
in organising this important Conferenc

Dr (Prof,) Sneha Palnitkar, Dircetor, Regional
Copirs for Urban & Environmental Studics. Mumbai
eave details about the Confercace and slso proposed
a vote of thanks.

Conference had seversl th

presentations by entinen ers

perts. urban practitc
and former Mayors,

—

The first session cavered the tapic on
Employment  Generation &  Experiments.
Adv.Vandana Chavan, Former Mayor, Pun Municipal
Corparation, preserted a case study an ‘Savitri
Marketing Institution for Ladies Empowerment
(SMILE) an_nitistise of an NGO numed Sphurt,
hused in Pune

n association with the Pune Manicipal
Corporation, The maia objective i 0 promore different
products made by women helonging 10 the
cconomically wes

sought 1o be achicved 3
providing infrastructural supportin the form of shops

i prite locations of the ciy, which led to n increase

i sales and in m an increase in income a5 well

The second presentation was made by Di. Mrs
‘Subla Raul, Horible Mayor of Murbai, She peesent

different sehemes in Mumbsi city which are
implemented for urban poverty allevistion such as
Stam Adoption Scheme, Slum Rehabi

jon S
s wetl

s new initiative whieh is called the Adhar
Kendra, which will work ss o service centres for the
eitizems of Mumbai ity and also provide camployment
opporcunities o the unemployed skilled peaple. The
Adhar Kendra will be manned by NGOS or Commanity
Bused Organisations (CBOY but MCGM will proside
the infrastructure,incloing land, building od fumiture,

v Kendra will atso display und sell products
mad

by beneficiaries of various poverty alleviation
sehemes in the city
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M Dilip Bund IAS, Divisional Commissioner.
Aurangabad presented  paper on “Inte
Rehabiltation programmes undertaken under THSDP,
INNURM schemes, He put forward bis vision for
Aurangabad city and a ~Sustainable Slem Less City”
in furure. He explained the rehabiliation that s been
planncd based on Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation pattcrn and canstruct

1ed Stum

amuhisoried buikdings w rehabiliate 17,000 househalds
n Aurangabad

khi Trivedi, Honble n‘pm» Moy
Ahmedsbad Municipal Comoration presented a case
study of Slum Networking Programme implemented
in Aunedabad city. It's a partnership programme of
infrascructure sind social develapment in )
parin ive: are. Amedahad Municipal
Corporution, Gujarst Manita Housing SEVA Trust,

SAATH, an NGO & SEVA Bank. Under the

ms. The
o i this init

neworking., the infrastructure. such as, waicr supply

1o individual households. underground sewerage

connection, individual houschold Tilets, paving of

e, Povery allvaion 1 soughh trough invane
‘Eencrating activitics

Chandana Ghosh Dastidar.
Council, Kolkata Municipsl Corpor:
poverty alleviation pragrammes Whicl
by the Corporation. She explai
Kalkae Miniiral Corpor
i o oF i il A e o
4

Magor-in

v
through judicious. sustiinable & ecanomically viable
e of resources,

ke Pfeses Nt st o Urhon A

bowr

The second session included presention by Dr.
M.PMuthar, Professor, National Lt b
Affais, New Delli. Presented on Urban Poverty and
Goyermance, He said that in 2005, about 28 3% or 306
millian population was living in urban arcas. Urban
poverty i largely concentrated in smal and medium
o s (s 8 o phencmenn o

towns. Lock
sl iowes oo s of meopolin i No hy

slum dwetlers these makes thei suft

L He explained government of India’s fiseal
framework for INNURM which is for 63 mission
cities and also for remaining urban foal bodics
Govermance i an interplay of 3 key clements. These
mal & informal institution. ) delivery

are ) fo
mechunisms & processes and {i1) supportive
framework of | procedures. What
is required is 1o get the dnstitutions and system work
ot economic reforms & fndncial management. Afer
hat the agendis i 10 move 10 the states and sty the

slaion, rles &

Important wate is focus on implementation, making
services work cnbancing fesponsiveness and
accountability and transpareacy in sdministcation, The
requirement is for the botorm-up spprosch.

Alsh Staema, 1S, Nalom! Project
Coordinator, GOL / UNI jonal Strategy. for
e R oo o prescatation
on-Masicipul Yorten Leatesipfor Uknn Povery
Alleviation: Issues & Action Plan. He stated that the
i b challenges are poor infrastricture & civic
services. Urbasisation of povety is due 10 lack of
accers ta land tenure, sanitation. health,
education & social security, City govermance i very
poor and due to it there are inadequacies and lack of
professionafism. The Government of India s rying o
ddress these wrban challenges. throwgh Jawaharlal
Neliru National Utban Renewal Mission. He put
forwand the mandatory reforms that impact poverty

st the urban local body level. He also prescated the
facts and figures of BSUP and THSDP Sub-Missions
of INNURM. He then siessed upon implications of
Gender Mainstrearming and Gender Budgeting in
urban losal bodies and the priority areas where i

very important ind What are the ey sieps to be

follawed for the mainstreaming.

In the third sessian. Mr. P. C. Pisolkar, Chist
Auditor, Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai

provided an overview of various poserty alleviation

w by the MCGM. He explained
about the preparation of budget at wasd feyel and P
budget for the wrban population in ward.

The forth session on heslth had (wa presentations
Ms. Sushia Shende, Projeet Coordi
Mumbai, presented on Usban Health
and Perspectives in Matemal and Child He
explained the trend of urban povery and its relation

10 urban health and aceess o health eare acilities by

0

urban poor. She also presented the work of
SNEHA a0 NGO in Murabai ane
of Mumbai on maternal and child bealh,

it work in the sl

Dr. Decpali Prabbat. Centre for the Swudy of
presenied o case sudy on
Women of India Network (WIN), The basis of WIN
5 10 proviils quality primary heslih core services o
women and children i sk of Mumba through selt
help groups. The services. provide by WIN. are
woman's heald, ehild health, family planning and
infertility, no formal ¢ducation, income generation
hrough small savings & vocationsl training. and

formation of self help groups. In
said that Quality Primary Health

Care ot doorstep of

" y Alleviation i conves
ccomomic progeummes. "WIN® is one such model
is replicable by CBOK. NGOs, Corporates,

conelusion of her
the poor can be one of
whic

ULBS and can become an example of public
purtnership at city level

The last presentation of the day was made by
M. Anufa Gulst, State Programme Officer, LINFPA.
‘Mumbai, who presencd on Sex §
its Casen and Iplcations
Representatives. She rised a very important issue of
declining sex ratio in various states and specific
disricts in variaws sates i the country where with
industrial and economic development there is risc: in
cases related sex selection. While the tribsl disticts
nave i higher sex ratios, She elahorsted with cxamples
il parenis can g6 6 any level 10 have 4 mae child
Ms. Gulati also presented shout the legal measures

proviced by the constitution of India, Some successful

el were also presented w curh sex selection g
Medical and Social Audit 4 done in Hyderabad.
hes Pradesh and also Pregnancy Moritering
Nawanshahar in Punjab, which ase showing positive

Tn the last session, Ady
Prabhayalkar. Former Mayor of Mo
open forum clected
members, She tmentioned how such programmes help
for ceoss leaming and networking.She aivo wrged ll

icipate in such

1 of women mayors and

prescnt dignitaries to actively

Conferences where they could gather knowledge
ahout experiences of variovs citics and could
implement the good practices in there areas of wo

Al women Mayors and Deputy Mayors shared theic
periences and expressed their appreciation for

organizing such Kind of Forum for women in urban

Tocol government

Mlmulmgumm Aurangabad Conferénce

ono

Our_Forthcoming Events

1- Capacity Bilding Programme. for Mricipal
i presentatives from West u(..m.. on
Uihan Povers Allvltion on 35% and 26%
September, 2008 in Mambai

2. Seminar on Resource Mabilzation for Urbaa
Local Bodies : Ovtoi vs By Tax / Cess on
3% October 2008, Mumbai

3. Orientation Training Programme on “Role of
Municipal

aon




