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FALLOUT OF MIGRATION
STREET CHILDREN IN TAMILNADU

Dr. A. Selva Kumar

About 24.7 per cent working children begin work between the ages of 6 and 9,
48.4 per cent between the ages of 10 and 12 and 26.9 per cent between the ages

of 13 and 14,

definition. The term Street Children refers o the

Tne phrase ‘Street Children’ definitely calls fora
uncared children who are seen on the streels or

live in it. Bocause there is o proper census raport
prepared sither by the Govemment, or by any Non
Governmental organizations. They are mostly
concentraled In urban areas and th lated
areas. They ive and work under poar cenditions. These
children are more vuinerable and so they are easlly
exploited and swindied.

According (o various reports available sofar, about
24.7 per centwarking children begin work between the
ages of 6and 9, 46.4 per cen! between the ages of
10 and 12 and 26.9 per cent between the ages of 13
and 14,

They are working in the strests as beggars, rag
pickers, hawkers, shop-assistants, cooks, waiters,
head loaders, shoe- shiners and vendors. They are
ofian harassed by tho poico.

They begin their work from early morning seven
o'clock. Most of them are awakened by the traffic
noise. Thay ara living in between noise and air
pollution. They do not bothier about their own heaith any
hygiene. They are forced 10 begin their work from the
®arly morming In search of their dally bread.

Mostly street children are of lour cadres. They are.
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The lemale street chilg,

The straet chid who lives with his or her
fam
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The street child who lves without his or her
family.

The male streat chidron are generally betwaen 7
14 years of age living with thoir families in pavements
and path ways. They are involved in rag picking, metal
and scrap collection, hote! tieaning, as hawkers and
construction labourers.

The female sireet child s generally between 7-14
years of age Iving with her famiy under the sama
condilions as her Gounterparts. They are involved in
household work,

baby siling, look house duties, washing of clothes
and utensls, procuring water and firewood for their
homes. They also work as rag pickers, metal an
scrap collectors and construction labourers.

have been abused, neglacted, abandoned and
maltreated, who are bom in the street and those who
live in the strcet without anyone (o take care of and
protect.

Ours s & big state(Tamil Nadu) and it is not very
sy fo dscartain the number of street children who

So, they have 10 llve on the road sides and path ways
under unhappy situations. Majority of them arc invoived
in rag picking, helping at mariage parties and warking
as coolles. They feel thal they are iving a lonely life
and thers life is unprolected. They have no relallv
possession and belongings. Somelimes they are
irrtated and punishad by the pofice. I few cases, there
are eharged with llegal activities. So they are beaten
and asked (o pay fine. Their mind and body suffer dup
0 the effect of their working in dangerous garbage
heaps. ummagingin fifthy. scrap and matal, And al
they are Iing in fear of their employer. But they
onsume very poor nourishing food.

Some sireet children livo with their family on
the road sides. Generally they migrate fram various
places with their family members. Mostly they come
from backward areas. The main reasons are poverty
unemployment. natural calamities and. personal
problems. Thase ohildren are wiling to study in
schools. but that can not do so, because o, lack of
study materlals, place to study, police and government
authorties. harassmel. Even though chidren are
supported and settied by thelr family members
sconamically, occupationally. physically and
emationally, 1his affects the development of these
children and they are deprived of 2 better future and
peacelul lfe

Maost of these- chiiren do not get adequate food.
Sometimes they are without food for days togathar.
Thus the main problem for them is finding food anly
1f they don't have work, they have o food. If they
don't ave work, they immedialely got info the habit
of staaling

Once he gets employment, the next problem is
10 got food and stay. They buy their food at a ad
side hotel and path way stalls, because it is cheap
and they stay in unhygienic. places. Further they
change their resting placos cveryday. They come
lo contact with bad elements and pick-up hablts
like smoking, drinking alconols, taking drugs elc.
“This brings ihem many diseases and their health is
affected

Strest chidren are the vita proble for all of us
This can't be solved in a day, but in due course by
gluing education, vocationa Iraining and good
environment 1o them. Our country will be led to
prosperty, only when they are properly educated.
guided and gat info @ good job In right fime.

(The author is Reader in Commerce, Pope’s
Coll i Di

separation

o
ardeath of parents, many children leave thelr families.
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